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This  inventory  of  Spencer  County  records  constitutes  a  part  of  the 
general  guide  to  the  county  archives  of  Indiana.     It  was  prepared  for 
the  primary  purpose  of  furnishing  officials,  students  of  history,  and 
the  citizens  of  tho  ccrjr.vinity  with  a  convenient  tool  for  their  uso  in 
consulting  tho  county  records.     It  is  hoped  the  information  contained  in 
these  volumes  will  oncoura^c  county  officials  as  well  as  tho  general 
public  to  taho  a  propter  interest  in  continued  improvement  of  r.otrods 
for  preservation  of  public  records.    It  is  also  hoped  tho  information 
•herein  presented  concerning  the  records,  feholr  "resent  housing  and  care, 
and  accomodations  available  for  users,  will  prove  to  have  value  for  the 
citizens  and  public  officials.  1417716 

This  inventory  of  records  was  ::.adc  during  the  period  of  Larch  19  to 
April  23,  IjZo,  under  supervision  of  Samuel  J.  ha,, an,  State  Director; 
Clarence  r.  bolfe,  District  Supervisor j  ani  lurs  Ester  Klingelhoefer. 
Research  editor.    Tho  field  workers  were  Charlos  L.  Howard  and  Gladys 
Crovos  of  Jvansvillo.    Indispensable  cooperation  v.-as  received  frcci  ail 
officials  to  i..ahe  this  survey  successful. 

It  is  our  intention  to  present  a  complete,  concise  picture  of  the 
records  in  bibliographical  form*    This  inventory  is  preceded  by  a 
number  of  introductory  sections  to  enlighten  the  reader  concerning  facts 
forming  the  bac-L^round  and  basis  for  the  records.    The  entries  of~thc 
ir-trics  of  tho  inventory  aro  carried  in  consecutive  nurbcrin£  for  the 
county,  while  the  bureaus  are  arranged  in  croups  of  ^evernin^  boards; 
judicial  agencies]  major  administrative  offices;  financial  agencies  j 
and  educational,  health,  engineering,  and  miscellaneous  departments. 
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Preface 

'..here  it  ic  applicable,  natural  §proupings  under  subject  headings  are 
made  within  the  bureau,  and  the  entries  are  arranged  according  to 
their  functional  sequence.    A  crocs  reference  index  fe*LloW3.ng  the 
inventory  will  help  the  reader  locate  records  with  the  least  effort* 

Aclaaowledgsient  should  ~o  the  the  State  Office  fcrcc  of  the  Survey 
for  3  he  oiling,  condensing,  and  corpilin^  the  Spencer  County  Survey. 

,  LUTHER  h.  hYAhS,  Uational  Supervisor 

3 «  J,  .AC  Ah,  State  2  ~?c ctor 
historical  Records  Survey 


(ii) 


F0KT.70BD 


A  guide  to  county  and  township  records  in  Indiana  has  long  been 
needed  by  both  local  officials  and  the  general  public.    The  V.'orks 
Progross  Administration  project  of  tho  Historical  Records  Survey  is 
the  first  attompt  to  supply  this  need.    Pew  moro  useful  fields  of 
employment  could  have  been  found  than  the  survey  of  local  and  State 
historical  records,'  even  though  the  v.-ork  inevitably  presented  unusual 
difficulties.    Tho  completion  of  the  survey  of  historical  records  in 
Indiana  is  a  source  of  genuine  satisfaction. 

V.re  are  indebted  first  of  all  to  the  V.'orks  Progress  Administration 
for  providing  for  the  survey  and  financing  it.    The  I'ational  Director 
of  the  project,  Dr.  Luther  H.  Evans,  assured  a  fruitful  product  of  the 
field  workers  so  as  to  insure  the  greatest  completeness  vrith  the  least 
likelihood  of  errors.    Ke  and  his  assistants  have  done  all  that  v.-as 
possible  for  this  nation-wide  survey.    Samuel  J.  Zagan,  State  Director 
of  Indiana,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  energy  and  ability  in 
organizing  the  office  and  field  forces  T.hich  have  carried  out  the 
project.    To  assemble  and  organize  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons  in  a  ney.r  line  of  work  in  v.-hich  there  v:ere  very  fevr  local 
precedents,  and  to  complete  a  survey  of  the  county  records  in  all  the 
ninety- tv.-o  counties,  including  the  tov;n ships,  at  first,  seemed  almost 
impossible  of  accomplishment  within  a  year.    It  has,  however,  been 
accomplished. 

An  advisory  committee  has  helped  guide  *.vork  noon  the  proiect; 
though  no  meetings  were  hold,  its  members  in  many  instances  were  a 


Foreword 

groat  help.    A  v/ord  of  appreciation  must  be  recorded  here  for  the 
county  officers  v/ho  courteously  gave  the  representatives  of  the  survey 
access  to  the  records  in  their  offices  and  cooperated  in  the  making  of 
the  survey.    Especially  is  the  State  indebted  to  those  officers  who 
fjxdo  possible  the  photographing  of  old  records  for  preservation  in  a 
central  depository. 

CHRISTOPHER  B.  CCLS.YJUI 

Director,  Indiana  Historical  Bureau 

and 

Chair.vx.n,  Advisory  Corrrdtteo 
Historical  Records  Survey 
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HISTORY  07  SPENCB3  CODEC? 

1  01  o  in"  « 
lOiv,- X  JOU 

Spencer  County,  bounlcd  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  River,  is  one 
02"  tho  southernmost  counties  of  the  State.    On  the  West  lies  V.'arrick 
County,  on  the  north  Dubois  County,  and  cn  tho  east  Perry  County.  The 
area  ic  approximately  410  scuarc  niles.     The  surface    s  MUf  and 
irregular.     The  tovziships  ere  Carter,  Clay,  Cross,  hannond,  Harrison, 
Huff,  Jacks  Oft;  Luce,  and  Ohio.    Rockport  is  the  only  incorporated  city. 
Tho  incorporated  towns  arc  Laic,  Chrisncy,  C-rar.dvicw,  and  Gcr.tryville. 

To  appreciate  better  the  history  of  Sponcer  County  it  is  necessary 
to  consider  it  first  in  relation  to  the  country  as  a  whole*    The  English 
landed  and  settled  at  Jar.es town  in  1C07.    The  French  founded  Quebec  a 
year  later  and  be  ran  the  coloration  of  the  v.-i  Id  erne  ss  to  the  -./est. 
The  French  explorer,  La  Salle,  descended  what  is  now  known  as  the 
luississippi  River  to  its  mouth  and  cn  April  0,  1682,  clair.ed  the  entire 
river  valley  in  the  nanc  of  Prance,  calling  it  Louisiana.    Thus  present 
Spencer  County  once  belonged  to  Trance.    By  1719  French  trading  posts 
had  been  established  on  the  present  sites  of  Fort  Wayne  and  Vincennes. 
Rivalry  between  the  French  and  the  English  for  the  possession  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  valleys  led  to  the  Seven  Years  *.'.rar  ending  in  the 
Treaty  of  Paris,  February  10,  1783,  by  which  Louisiana  was  ceded  to 
Great  Eritain.     During  the  Revolutionary  Y.*ar,  C-eor^o  Ropers  Clark  of 
Virginia  led  a  successful  e:cpcditior.  against  the  British  in  the  ".vest, 
and  in  *Jeccr.ibcr  1773,  Virginia  extended  jurisdiction  over  the  region 
north  and  west  of  the  Ohio  River  naaing  it  Illinois  County.    In  17C4 
Virginia  coded  this  territory  to  the  United  States,  and  three  years 
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Inter  fodcrai  provl.lc  i  was  made  IV.-  its  government  ecu!  -ho  najng  vr;.: 
changed  to  the  Ilorthwcst  Territory.  From  this  Territory  Indiana  was 
organised  on  December  16,  IC1G. 

The  Shawnee  tribe  is  historically  of  most  importance  among  the 
Indians  who  inhadiuated  this  region  during  the  advent  of  the  first 
pioneers.    They  added  greatly  tc  oho  hard/      z  and  dangers  of  the  new- 
crmcrs.    Even  after  the  county  was  :ur:c,  c.  and  the  first  land  claim, 
made  by '.Valter  Tayli  r  i&  ICay  iC07f  this  tribe  often  a -tacked  settlers. 
An  outstanding  illustration  ol"  ■  r.i^  Ls  known  as  the  kocles  traced;/.  In 
*.ay  1CII,  Cidof  Set-to-down  and  two  other  Indians  aabueh .  i  ;i  9  keckscs 
at  their  log  house  on  Pigeon  Creek  in  what  ic  now  Luce  Township.  The 
elder  keeks  was  killed  and  his  eon  injure"©.    :;c  o-tc-dowr.  was  captvred 
and  murdered,  supposedly  by  a  guard ,  while  awaiting  trial. 

Before  the  organisation  of  Spenoer  County  this  area  was  included 
in  the  huge  county  of  Khox.    In  1813  the  new  County  of  Warrick  was 
made  to  include  this  particular  region.    The  nc::t  bhangs  occured  a 
year  later  when  present  ^     ..cor  County  was  divided  between  V/arriok 
and  Perry  Counties* 

The  legislative  aot  organizing    .pe  ^or  County  was  approved 
January  10,  183.6,  effoctivc  February  lso.    The  bv/.mkrics  wore  giv -u 
as:    "Beginning  on  the  Ohio  river  whore  the  section  i: mo  passes 
through  the  centre  of  the  seventh  range  strikes  the  sasrae;  thence  north 
with  the  said  section  line  until  it  strikes  Little  Pigeon  creek;  thence 
up  said  creok,  with  the  meanders  thereof,  to  the  Polk  Patch  Pork;  thence 
up  the  Poll:  Patch  Pork,  with  the  meanders  thereof,  to  okc  township 
line  passing  between  towns hirs  four  and  five ;  thence  cast    -tk  §aid..« 
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lino  to  the  ran£e  line  dividing  ranges  five  and  si:-:;  thence  north  to 
the  line  of  Pilcc  county,  thence  cast  ..ith  the  lino  dividing  the  counties 
of  Perrv  and  Pike  to  the  ran~e  line  ^ i  v.  ~  -rr,^r.p,n  j-v^ 


;riaes  Ar-creon's  nvc: 


thence  dovm  oaid  river  with  the  Reorders  thereof  to  the  Ohio  river, 
thence  down,  the  oar.o  to  the  place  of  beginning."     (Laws  of  Indiana,  1G17- 
1C  (special)  pp.  20-21).     On  February  10,  1825  the  following  addition 
wr.s  rxidc  by  statute:    "all  that  part  of  the  county  of  ".Varrick  included 
•within  the  following  boundaries,  viz:    Beginning  on  the  Ohio  river  four 
riles  v;cst  of  the  Spencer  county  line;  thenco  running  north  to  Little 
pigeon  creel:;  thence  up  the  said  crook,  '..'ith  the  r.ioanGcrs  thereof  to 
the  lino  of  Spencer  counby;  thence  south  to  the  Ohio  PJLver;  thence  down 
he  Ohio  Piver  to  the  place  of  beginning."     (Laws  of  Indiana,  1C25, 


p.  :.c.N 


The  nar;.e  of  Spencer  v;as  selected  in  honor  of  Captain  Spier  Spencer 
•who  courageously  led  his  company  of  "Yellow  Jackets"  against  the 
Indians*    He  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  1  iprecarce. 

The  organising  act  directed  that  court  be  hold  in  the  house  of  S-.zel 
Yi.  Dorsoy  until  the  seat  of  justice  should  be  located.    The  firct  county 
election  wac  held  January  13,  1S1C.    Among  those  elected  were  John 
korgar.,  clerk  and  recorder;  Sar.ucl  Snyder  and  Uriah  Lar.ar,  associate 
judges;  Samuel  D.  Hammond,  Thompson  li,  Jones,  and  Thomas  Carter,  county 
c  or:v-i  s  o  i  one  r  c . 

QnKarch  11,  1818  the  county  seat  was  fixed  at  Hanging  Pock,  scon 
afterwards  called  Hock? or t,  on  the  Ohio  Piver.    In  consideration  of 
this  choice  the  citizens  of  Hanging  Rock,  notably  Daniel  Grace  as 
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aucnt  of  TTillion  R*.  Hymcs,  donated  240  acres  of  land  and  $1,560  in  r^oncy 
for  county  purposes"!    "To  change  has  since  been  made  in  Cpcnccr  County's 
seat  of  j-  sticc. 

A  temporary  log  courthouse  -..-as  erected  in  1818.    The  second  court- 
house made  of  brie":  was  started  in  1C19  •  rid  finished  in  1822.  Much 
litigation  developed  over  the  payment  for  this  building.    On  September 
3,  1833,  the  courthouse  burned,  ani  all  of  the  records  v:erc  destroyed. 
A  temporary  office  for, the  clcrh  was  soon  built  and  quarters  for  the 
other  functionaries  obtained  in  various  places.    Court  was  held  in  the 
ship  of  Jacob  Hycrs.     In  larch  1038,  a  new  brick  courthouse  stood  in 
the  public  square.    This  buildinp,  uras  forty  feet  square,  two  stories 
high,  and  cost  C-3,000. 

In  1064,  the  fourth  courthouse  vras  erected  for  3 -oncer  Count-'-''. 
It  was  also  constructed  of  brich  and  contained  a  fireproof  vault. 
During  its  fifty-five  ycurs  of  use  Ecnjardn  Harrison,  Charles  ".7. 
Fairbanks ,  Albert  J.  Dcvorapo  an.'.  'Tlllicfi  Jonnlhr,s  Pryan  spoke  in 
the  courtroom.    Pocauce  of  the  efforts  of  Chrior.cy  to  obtain  the  county 
seat,  a  delay  Was  inevitable  in  ordering  a  new  courthouse.  Hcr.vcver, 
this  controversey  v.-as  settled  in  favor  of  "tock^ort  by  -she  Suprcr.e 
Court  and  on  A~  ril  7,  1912 /the  old  courthouse  vras  cold  at  auction.  The 
present  beautiful  stone  Courthouse  was  ccr.pleted  in  1S20  at  a  cost  cf 
approximately  02 0D , COO . 

Spencer  County  has  the  historic  distinction  of  being  the  boyhood 
home  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  His  father,  Thomas,  entered  a  tract  of  land 
October  13,  1317,  and  on  this  site  the  village  of  Lincoln  City  now 
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stands.    It  vnxS  here  Lincoln  read  at  night  by  the  flare  of  pine  knots. 
Here  hip  mother  died  end  hie  f athor  married  again?    The  family  moved 
to  Illinois  in  1C2S  or  1S30.    In  late  yearSj  as  the  tr e:  c  dous  service 
or  Lincoln  is  more  fully  u^~_ rcci;rtcd,  steps  have  been  taken  to  per,? 
potuato  tl;c  association  of  his  boyhood.    On  February  12,  102e  the  Grand 
Viov;  Lincoln  2rr.il  Club  unveiled  tv.ro  narkers  in  Spencer  County.  In 
hockr.ort  city  T.arh  Lincoln  Pioneer  Village  is  being  constructed.  The 
Ilancy  h.-.nks  Lincoln  h'cmorial  State  park  of  IOCS  acres,  including  the 
old  Lincoln  he.  .cstcad,  is  designed  to  inspire  and  instruct  an  increas- 
ing number  of  torrists.    In  this  manner  Spencer  County  is  exceptional 
in  connecting  the  prcsqnt  v/ith  its  early  history, 

Economically  this  county  is  essentially  agricultural  as  it  has 
always  been.    Ilov/ovor,  shallow  veins  of  coal  in  the  northern  part  give 
employment  to  a  small  number  engaged  in  strip  r.ining.     Tobacco  and  com 
arc  the  main  crops.    But  adverse  market  conditions  in  recent  years, 
together  vriLih  increasing  soil  erosion,  have  caused  a  decline  in  regulation 
from  20,S7C  in  1010  to  1G,713  in  1030.    The  migration  of  the  younger 
generation  is  especially  ranked • 
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Spencer  County,  with  its  county  3eat  at  Roclqport,  is  a  political 
subdivision  of  the  State  of  Indiana  for  administrative  purposes,  and 
holds,  therefore,  only  such  powers  of  local  government  as  have  been 
prescribed  by  law*    Spencer  County  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the 
general  assembly,  effective  February  1,  1613  (Laws  of  Indiana  1317-13, 
p.  20) •    Its  present  form,  of  government,  as  it  functions  today,  is 
the  result  of  its  development  under  tha  original  constitution  of  1816, 
the  present  constitution  adopted  in  1851,  and  nearly  a  century  and  a 
quarter  of  legislative  action* 

The  county  system  of  government  is  an  inheritance  from  England  and 
the  American  colonies,  whence  pioneers  in  Indiana  brought  their  customs 
and  laws.    Its  beginning  in  Indiana  was  by  the  laws  of  the  Northwest 
Territory,  which  provided  for  a  governing  body  called  the  board  of 
county  commissioners*    (Laws  of  Nori&wost  Territory,  Acts  1793,  ch.  32, 
sec*  S«)    Tae  administrative  duties  were  executed  by  the  sheriff  (Ibid,, 
1733,  oh.  2,  sec*  C),  clerk  (ibid*,  ch*  2,  p.  11),  coroner  (Ibid*,  ch.  9 
soc.  l),  recorder  (Ibid*,  1795,  sec*  1,  p*  102).    Under  the  laws  of 
Indiana  Territory  of  1302,  tho  office  of  county  surveyor  was  established 
(Lqws  of  Indiana  Territory,  1302,  ch.  1,  sec.  1.) 

In  tho  year  1816,  Indiana  was  admitted  to  the  Union,  and  the 
constitution  of  that  year  provided  for  the  election  in  each  county  of 
tho  officers  named  above.    To  these  were  added  by  legislative  enactment 
in  1317,  the  office  of  county  treasurer.    (Acts  1317,  ch.  17,  p.  119.) 
The  next  major  change,  in  the  county  organisation  occurred  in  1341  when 
the  office  of  the  auditor  was  established*     (Acts  1841,  ch.  2,  sec.  1.) 
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At  tho  organisation  of  Spencer  County,  thoso  offices  were  established 
under  tho  authority  of  the  constitution  of  1315  and  the  laws  of  Indiana* 

As  Indiana  developed,  there  vra.s  much  dissatisfaction  with  tho 
Constitution  of  1315,  tut  ropeated  attempts  to  change  it  did  not  succeed 
until  1351,  when  a  constitutional  convention  was  called  to  frame  a  new 
constitution.    This  constitution  was  adopted  in  1352,  and  wi+ia  seme 
alterations  by  later  amendments,  remains  the  Constitution  of  Indiana, 

Each  county  has  its  own  individual  governmental  set-up.  Although 
the  Constitution  of  1851  forbids  special  legislation,  the  general 
assembly  has  provided  necessary  variations  for  counties,  by  classification 
based  chiefly  on  population*    Urban  and  rural  areas  obviously  cannot  be 
govsrnod  by  the  same  system  or  number  of  officers.    Every  county  has 
the  constitutional  offices,  but  the  statutory  officers  vary  greatly  in 
number,  powers,  and  duties.    The  latter  may  bo  compulsory  in  all  counties, 
or  they  may  bo.  optional  and  therefore  established  in  only  a  few  instances; 
others  may  bo  authorized  in  only  certain  classes  of  oounties,  though  the 
class  may  include  but  one  county. 

Since  the  establishment  in  each  county  of  a  county  council  in  1599, 
Indiana  stands  alone  among  the  States  of  the  Union  in  having  a  dual 
system  of  county  governing  boards.    Each  county  is  governed  by  a  board 
of  commissioners  and  a  county  council.    Their  duties,  with  technical 
distinctions,  are-  enumerated  in  thoir  propor  places  below. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  a  tendency  toward  central- 
isation of  power  in  the  hands  of  State  authorities  has  taken  frcm  the 

county  officials  many  of  their  powers  and  duties  and  has  greatly  lessened 

a 

the  scope  of  these  remaining.    In  tho  older  fields  of  finance,  roads, 

and  education,  the  State's  supervision  has  greatly  increased,  and  creation 
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of  newer  State  dopurt&onts,  such  as  police;,  food  and  firo.  inspection, 
and  public  welfare-,  has  caused  heavy  erosion  of  local  responsibility 
and  control. 

Present  Administration 

The  Constitution  of  1351  provides  for  the  election  of  a  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court,  who  keeps  the  records  of  tho  proceedings  of  all  the  courts 
in  the  county;  an  auditor,  v.ho  keeps  records  of  county  financial  natters 
and  records  doalin^  in  roal  property  and  tho  estates  of  private  citizens; 
a  rocordof,  whoso  duties  are  to  koop  a  rooord  of  every  conveyance  or 
other  instrument  ontitled  and  required  by  law  to  be  recorded;  a  treasurer, 
who  receives  all  money  coning  to  the  county  and  keeps  a  record  of  came; 
a  shoriff,  who  is  conservator  of  the  peace  and  v.ho  carrios  out  court 
orders;  a  coroner,  who  investigates  violent  deaths  and  those  of  suspicious 
oirounstance3 ;  and  a  surveyor,  who  prepares  plans  and  specifications  for 
the  improvement  of  publio  works  and  establishes  boundaries  for  publio 
and  private  land3  and  since  1933  has  had  charje  of  drainage  systems* 
(Ind.  Const.j  art.  6,  sec.  2).    The  constitution  provides  for  two  oiiaer 
off ic ore— circuit  judge  and  prosecuting  attorney-— who  legally  are  a 
part  of  the  circuit,  which  may  includo  ono  or  more  counties*    Since  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution^  the  general  assombly  has  prescribed  the 
establishment  of  additional  departments. 

Tho  present  leading  governing  body  of  the  county  is  the  board  of 
commissioners,  often  called  the  "county  board,"  elected  for  a  term  of 
threo  years.    The  board  provides  buildings  to  house  county  business, 
furnishes  public  squares  and  grounds,  audits  the  accounts  of  county 
officers  Tho  handle  money,  changes  boundaries  of  townships  as  it  sees 
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Tit,  and  is  charged  with  tho  maintenance  of  county  roads  and  highways. 
(1  Ind.  Rev.  Stat.,  1852;  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933,  Sec*  26-501.) 
The  hoard  is  also  charged  with  many  specific  dutios  authorised  by 
statutes  and  are1  either  mandatory  or  optional. 

Another  governing  "body  is  the  county  council,  created  in  1399, 
by  statute,  to  act  a3  a  check  upon  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
by  controlling  the  finances  of  county  government,    This  council  consists 
of  seven  members  who  are  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years.    One  member 
is  oloctod  from  each  councilmanic  district  by  the  citizens  of  the 
district  and  three  members  are  elected  at  large  from  the  county*  The 
county  auditor  acts  as  clerk  of  the  council.    The  council  has  power 
to  fix  certain  tax  rates,  the  oiiclusivo  right  to  make  appropriations 
out  of  the  county  treasury,  and  -the  exclusive  right  to  authorize  the 
borrowing  of  money  for  the  county.    (Acts  1399;  Burns*  Ind.  Stat.  Ann. 
1933,  Sec.  26-501,  26-502,  26-515,  26-532.) 

In  1873,  by  legislative  enactment,  the  office  of  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools  was  created.    Tho  superintendent  is  elected  by  the 
township  trastoos  and  servos  for  a  term  of  four  years.  Hi3  dutios  are 
specifically  set  out  in  the  statutes,  and  he  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  tho  State' board  of  public  instruction0    (Acts  1373,  1399j  Eurns* 
Ind*  Stat.  Ann.  1933,  See.  28-7C2.) 

By  on  act  of  1373,  a  county  board  of  education  was  created.  The 
board  consists  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  the  township 
trustees,  and  -the  chairman  of  the  school  trustees  of  each  city  and  town 
of  ime  county.    The  dutios  of  tho  board  aro  to  consider  the  general 
wants  and  neods  of  the  schools  and  matters  relating  to  the  purchase  of 
school  furniture,  books,  maps,  charts,  otc.  (Acts  18752  Burns*  Ind. 
Stat.  Ann.  1933,  Sec.  28-301.) 
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An  aot  of  1891  created  the  office  of  health  commissioner,  "who  is 
elected  by  the  county  commissioners  to  -serve-  for  a  term  of  four  years. 
It  is  his  duty  to  safoguard  the  health  and  to  promote  sanitary  systems 
for  the  citizens  of  tho  county.   He  is  also  required  to  keep  records  of 
contagious  diseases,  births,  deaths,  and  marri ages •    (Acts  1391;  Burns* 
Ind.  Stat*  Ann.  1933>  Sec.  35-103.) 

By  an  act  of  1891  the  office  of  county  assessor  -was  created.  The 
assessor  is  elected  for  a  four-year  term.  Kis  duties  are  to  assess 
omitted  roal  and  personal  property,  to  instruct  the  township  assessors, 
to  carry  out  the  orders  of  tho  State  tax  board,  and  to  act  as  president 
of  the  county  board  of  review.    (Acts  1891;  ch.  99.) 

An  act  of  1891  created  the  county  board  of  review,  "whose  members 
consist  of  the  county  assessor,  county  auditor,  and  county  treasurer. 
(Acts  1891;  ch.  SO.)    Tnis  act  to.s  amended  in  1919  to  include  tv/o 
freeholders  of  opposite  political  parties  as  members  of  the  board. 
The  duty  of  this  board  is  to  equalise  unfair  assessments  on  real  and 
porsonal  property.    (Acts  1919;  Burns 1  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933,  Sec.  64-1201.) 

In  1907,  a  legislative  act  created  a  county  board  of  finance,  con- 
sisting of  the  board  of  county  commissioners.    The  county  auditor  acts 
as  secretary.    This  board  ha3  the  custody  of  the  county  funds  and  s&lects 
the  depositories.    (Acts  19077  Eurns*  Ind.  Stat#  Ann.  1933,  Sec.  61-606, 
61*607.)    The  general  ftgscmbly  of  1935  rape&lod  this  act  ar.d  in  the 
same  session  revived  it  as  part  of  the  depository  act,  reestablishing 
the  board  of  finance  practically  unaltered.     (Acts  1935;  Burns*  Ind. 
Stat.  Ann.  1936  Supplement,  Sec.  61-605,  61-623,  61-651  to  61-639.) 

By  an  act  of  1913,  the  legislature  made  provisions  for  the  creation 
of  the  office  of  agricultural  agent,  legally  termed  county  agent,  but 
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c omnonly  rof erred  to  by  the  descriptive  none.    Inasmuch  ac  the  agent  of 
the  State'  in  the  sale  of  State  lands  originally  was  called  the  county 
agent,  the  popular  term  is  used  here*    The  act  provides  that  this  office 
may  cone  into  existence  "whenever  a  certain  number  of  residents  of  the 
county  shall  petition  therefore •    The  appointment  is  made  annually  by 
Purdue  University  and  ratified  by  the  county  board  of  oducation.  Upon 
proper  petition,  -this  office  was  established  in  Sponcar  County,  Fobruary 
16,  1913 •    The  duties  of  the  oounty  agdnt  are  to  disseminate  information 
for  the  promotion  and  advancement  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and 
domestic  science,    (Acts  1913;  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann*  1933,  Seo.  28-4311.) 
Ey  an  act  of  1931,  the  office  of  homo  demonstration  agont  was  created, 
■whose  work  is  supplemental  to  the  office  of  the  agricultural  agent, 
(Acts  1951;  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann*  1933,  Sec.  28-5527.) 

Tho  office  of  superintendent  of  highways,  established  in  1913,  was 
abolished  by  an  act  of  1933,  and  the  office  of  highway  supervisor 
authorized.    Ihe  supervisor  is  appointed:  by  the  board  of  commissioners-. 
He  has  general  supervision  of  all  county  highways,  roads  and  bridges. 
(Acts  1933;  Burns1  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933,  Sec  36-1110.) 

In  1933  tho  le  gislaturo;  created  a  county  board  of  tax  adjustment. 
The  board  consists  of  one  member  of  the  county  council,  selected  by  the 
council,  and  sis  members  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court. 
This  board  has  the  power,  as  it  deem3  necessary,  to  revise,  to  change 
or  reduce,  but  not  to  increase  any  tax  levy  or  any  corresponding  items 
of  the  budget  on  viiich  the  tax  levies  are  based.    (Acts  1333;  Burns'  Ind. 
Stat.  Ann.  1933,  Sec.  64-504.) 

Th.6  county  board  of  public  woli'are-  was  created  by  an  aot  of  1956. 
The  board  consists  of  five  members  appointed  by  the  circuit  court  to 
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sorve  for  a  torn  of  Tour  ye  arc.    The  board  is  charged  with  tho  admin- 
istration of  assistance  to  dependent  children  in  their  om  hc:vos,  to 
aged  persons,  and  to  all  those  Tiio  are-  otherwise  handicappod.  (Acts 
1936;  Burns*  Ind.  Stat*  Ann.  1936  Supplement,  S6C.  52-1117.) 

Judicial 

The  judicial  system  of  Spencer  County,  as  of  ether  Indiana  counties, 
is  proscribed  by  the  State  Constitution  and  the  subsequent  legislative 
enactments  of  the  Indiana  General  Assembly.    Tho  Constitution  authorised 
and  directed  the  general  assembly  to  divide  into  judicial  circuits  the 
whole  State  as  the  need  arose.    Sponcor  and  Perry  Counties  forms  the 
so\\mtieth  circuit,  established  in  1919.    (Acts  1919;  Burns »  Ind.  Stat. 
Ann.  1933,  See  4-332.)    Before  this  period.  Spencer  County  "rcas  a  part 
of  a  circuit  to  v.hich  another  county  "K&s  attached.    The  Constitution 
further  provides  for  the  eloction  of  a  judge-  and  a  prosecuting  attorney 
for  each  circuit,  and  for  a  clerk  for  each  county  within  a  circuit. 
(Indiana  Const.,  Art.  6,  Sec.  2;  Art.  7,  Sec.  9-11.)    The  circuit 
court  has  jurisdiction  in  all  criminal,  civil,  probate,  and  juvenile 
cases,  and  hears  appeals  from  lorrer  courts. 

In  1S52,  by  a  legislative,  act, the  court  of  common  pleas  was  created, 
with  limited  jurisdiction.    The  court  continued  in  existence  until  it 
was  abolished  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  in  1873.    In  earlier  times, 
the  common  pleas  court  was  a  subdivision  of  the  circuit  court  for 
certain  cause,  and  had  no  independeiro  existence.    (Acts  1S52.) 

Records  System 

The  establishment  of  each  of  these  offices  caused  the  beginning  of 
separate  records  as  prescribed  by  the  general  assembly  under  the  provisions 
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for  oach  respective  of lice.    A  fire-  In  the  courthouse  in  1C33  destroyed 
sono  of  the  county  records.    In  cany  of  the  smaller  offices  no  permanent 
records  haver  been  kept;  therefore-  no  survey  could  bo  made.  Spencer 
County  followed  its  oral  form  of  accounting  until,  in  1909,  the  legis- 
lature established  tho  state  board  of  accounts,  which  formulates, 
prescribes,  and  installs  systems  of  accounting  and  reporting  v.hich  are 
uniform  for  every  public  office  of  the  seme  class*    (Acts  1909;  Eurns* 
Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933,  Seo#  0-202.)    Under  this  law  some,  of  tho  records 
were  combined  to  eliminate  separation,  duplication,  and  overlapping. 
She  law  also  permits  the  use  of  bound  looscleaf  records  in  almost  all 
cases  "where  the  records  are  typed.    The  quality  of  the  paper  and  ink 
and  "the  binding  and  rebinding  practices  are  left  to  the  Judgment  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners,  except  that  a  good  quality  is  required. 

7Jhenevcr  it  nay  bo  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  records  of 
any  offico  from  mutilation,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  issues 
an  order  directing  the  officer  in  charge  to  copy  and  transcribe  the 
records  for  preservation.     (Acts  16SS;  Burns*  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1953, 
Sec.  26-634.) 

In  1925  a  law  was  passed  permitting  county  officials,  at  their 
discretion,  to  turn  over  to  the  State  archives  bureau  for  permanent 
preservation,  any  official  books,  records,  documents,  original  papers, 
newspapor  files,  or  printed  books  and  material  not  in  ourront  use  in  thdir 
offices.     (Acts  1925;  Eurns 1  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933,  Sec.  63-320.)  This 
law  is  optional  and  has  been  ineffectual.    County  officials  are  loath 
to  part  with  records,  even  viien  no  longer  usod  and  in  spite  of  lack  of 
storage  space,  for  fear  of  a  possible  call  for  them.  Consequently, 
they  have  only  occasionally  availed  -themselves  of  this  provision  for 
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permanent  preservation  of  their  old  records. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  will,  in  due  time,  submit  sample 
forms  of  typos  of  records  now  in  use  in  the  several  bureaus  of  county 
government ♦    From  a  study  of  these  forms  a  model  arrangement  may  be 
organized  for  the  uniform  creation  of  public  records,  so  that  the 
records  croated  daily  may  bo  precorvod  for  pootority* 
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Circlo3  represent  individual  officers* 
Squares  ropresent  agencies  in  board  form, 

.Solid  line3  are  linos  of  election  or  appointment.    Broken  lines 
indicate  ex-officio  relationship •    All  linos  should  be  read  dorrer-Tard. 

Auditor,  Treasurer,  Surveyor,  Recorder,  Clork  of  Court,  Coroner, 
Sheriff,  Prosecuting  Attorney,  Assessor,  Board  of  Commis si oners. 
Council,  and  Judge  of  Circuit  Court  —  all  elected  by  voters. 


Board  of  Public  TTelfare 
H  ighT.-ay  Supervisor 
Health  Commissioner 
Board  of  Finance 

3oard  of  Review- 


Board  of  Tax  Adjustment 


3oard  of  Education 


Superintendent  of  Schools 


Agricultural  Agent 


—  Appointed  by  judge,  circuit  court, 

—  Appointed  by  board  of  commissioners, 

—  Elected  by  board  of  ocv" ii  ssioners, 

—  Consists  of  county  commissioners, 
With  the  auditor  as  secretary, 

—  Composed  of  assesror  as  prosidont, 
auditor  as  secretary,  treasurer, 
and  tv:o  freeholders  of  county 
appointed  by  judge  of  circuit  court, 

—  Composed  of  one  member  of  the  county 
council,  a  tovraship  trustee,  the 

^ major,  a  member  of  school  board,  and 
three  resident  freeholders  appointod 
by  judge,  of  circuit  court, 

—  Composed  of  tormship  trustees  of 
Spencor  County,  the  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  and  the  chairman 
of  the  school  trustees  of  each  city  ' 
or  toT^i  in  Spencer  County, 

—  Elected  by  township  trustees, 

—  Appointed  by  Purdue  University  vrith 
approval  of  county  board  of  education. 
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Tho  Sponoor  County  Courthouse,  a  fine  stone  building,  stands  on  a 
square  facing  Main  Street  in  Rockporb.    Tno  courthouse,  built  in  1920, 
is  roughly  rectangular  in  shape,  measuring  115'  by  85',  with  slight 
indentations  at  its  corners.    A.  basement  and  three  floors  contain  the 
county  offices  and  the  courts,  and  a  rotunda,  extending  uprra.rd  from 
the  first  floor  to  a  skylight  in  the  roof,  admits  natural  light  to  the 
interior  of  the  building.    The  basement  contains  a  storage  room  for 
records;  the  first  floor  contains  the  offices  of  the  sheriff,  the  board 
of  public  welfare,  the  surveyor,  and  the  agricultural  agent;  the  second 
floor  contqins  the  offices  of  the  commissioners,  the  clerk,  tho  recorder, 
the  auditor,  the  assessor,  and  the  treasurer;  and  the  third  floor  contains 
the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

Commissioners 

The  office  of  the  commissioners  is  located  on  the  east  side  of  the 
second  floor,  but  no  records  are  housed  there— tho  ccmmi3sio-o rs 1  records 
being  housed  in  the  auditor's  office  (q,  v.,  infra). 

County  Council 

Records  of  the  oounty  council  are  kept  in  the  auditor's  office 
(q,  v.,  infra). 

Clerk 

The  olerk  occupies  an  office  25'  square  on  the  southvrest  comer 
of  tho  second  floor.    This  office,  "which  has  a  concrete  floor  and  plaster 
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Trills  and  coiling,  contains  300*  of  bound  volumes  and  70'  of  unbound 
records  in  filo  boxes  10"  deep.    The  shelving  is  adequate,  both  for 
prosont  and  future  records*    Lighting  and  ventilation  are  good,  and 
excellent  accommodations  are  furnished  for  users  of  th9  records  in  this 
office,    Ninoty-five  per  cont  of  the  clerk's  records  aro  housed  hero  and 
5/-  in  the  basement  storage  room.    In  addition,  all  the  coroner's  records 
are  housed  in  this  offico. 

Recorder 

A  large,  well  lighted  office,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  second 
floor  and  adjoining  the  clerk's  offico,  is  occupied  by  the  recorder. 
It  is  clean  and  wo 11  ventilated,  measures  55'  by  30 f  by  16',  and  has 
flooring  of  concrete  and  tile,  and  walls  and  ceiling  of  plaster.  All 
the  recorder's  records  and  50/*  of  thoso  of  the  health  commissioner— 500' 
of  bound  volumes— are  housed  here,  and  there  is  adequate  space  for  expansion 
on  the  present  shelving.    Users  of  the  records  in  this  room  are  provided 
with  satisfactory  accommodations. 

Sheriff 

The  office  of  the  sheriff,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  first  floor, 
houses  all  his  rocords.    This  room  measuros  17'  by  11*  by  12',  has  a 
concrete  floor,  plaster  walls,  plaster  ceiling,  and  is  well  ventilated 
and  well  lighted,  both  naturally  and  artificially.    Three  feet  of  bound 
volumos  are  housed  in  a  cabinet,  and  no  additional  equipment,  either  for 
the  records  or  for  users  of  the  records,  is  needed  in  this  office. 
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Coroner 

Rocord3  of  tho  coroner  are  housed  in  the  clerk' 3  office  (q,  v.,  supra' 

Auditor 

Tho  auditor's  office  occupies  the  entire  north  side  of  the  second 
floor  and  consists  of  one  room,  with  a  concrete  floor  and  plaster  trails 
and  coiling.    This  roon  measures  59 1  by  20'  by  12*,    It  is  well  ventilated, 
cloan,  and  vroll  lighted^  providing  excellent  accommodations  for  persons 
consulting  the  records.    Eighty-one  fefct  of  steel  roller  shelving  are 
completely  occupied  by  bound  volumes,  but  space  is  available  for  new 
shelving.    These  records  comprise  90^  of  the  records  of  the  auditor; 
all  the  records  of  the  commissioners,  the  county  council,  the  board  of 
finance,  the  board  of  tax  adjustment  and  the  highway  supervisor ;  and 
50/o  of  the  records  of  the  board  of  review.    The  other  10/*o  of  the  treasurer 
records  are  in  tho  basement  storage  room. 

Assessor 

On  the  east  side  of  tho  first  floor,  between  tho  offices  of  the 
commissioners  and  tho  recorder,  is  the  assessor's  office,  a  room  21 1  by 
14'  by  12',  vroll  lighted,  clean,  and  wall  ventilated.    It  has  concrete 
flooring  and  plaster  walls  and  ceiling  and  furnishes  users  of  tho 
records  with  adequate  accommodations ,    On  120*  of  steol  shelving  are 
110'  of  bound  volumes— 90/0  of  the  assessor's  records  and  50^  of  the= 
records  of  tho  board  of  review— thus  allowing  10'  of  expansion  before 
construction  of  additional  shelving  becomes  necessary.    The  remaining 
10/j  of  tho  assessor's  records  are  housed  in  the  basement  storage  room. 
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Board  of  Review 

Fifty-per  cent  of  the  records  of  the  hoard  of  reviov;  aro  hcucod  in 
tho  auditor'3  office,  and  50/o  in  the  assessor's  office  (q.  v.,  supra). 

Board  of  Ta:c  Adjustment 

Records  of  the  hoard  of  tax  adjustment  are  kept  in  the  auditor's 
office  (q.  V»9  supra), 

'Board  of.  Finance 

All  reoords  of  the  board  of  finance  likewise  are  kept  in  the  auditor's 
office  (q.  v.,  supra). 

Treasurer 

The  treasurer's  office,  on  tho  vrost  side  of  the  second  floor,  Erasures 
42'  by  52'  by  12',  and  has  concrete  floors  and  plaster  walls  and  ceilings. 
This  largo  office  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  is  equipped  vrith 
20'  of  steel  roller  shelving.    The  records,  30'  of  bound  volumes,  are- 
housed  on  the  shelves  and  on  a  desk,  and  additional  shelving,  which  is 
needed,  can  bo  installed.    This  office  houses  90/2  of  the  treasurer's 
records,  10]t  being  in  tho  basement  storage  room.    Users  of  the  records 
are  furnished  with  excollont  accommodations. 

Board  of  Education 

Tho  records  of  tho  board  of  education  are  kopt  by  the  superintendent 
of  schools  (q.  v.,  infra). 
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Superintendent  of  Schools 

Tho  offioo  of  tho  superintendent  of  schools  occupies  two  roans  on 
the  north  side  of  the  third  floor.    Both  rooms  have  concrete  floors, 
plaster  walls*  and  plaster  ceilings,  and  are  well  ventilated,  "well  lighted 
and  clean;  excellent  accomodations  for  usors  of  the  rocordc  are  provided 
in  tho  office  and  good  accommodations  in  the  workroom.    The  office, 
measuring  63'  by  23'  by  12',  houses  10 1  of  bound  volumes  on  wooden 
shelving,  leaving  8'  of  shelving  unoccupied.    The  workroom,  9*  square, 
is  equipped  vri.th  steel  shelving  and  houses  4'  of  bound  volumes  and  8* 
of  unbound  rocords  in  file  boxes  10"  deep;  there  is  no  space  for  expansion 
These  rocords  comprise  all  the  records  of  the  superintendent  of  schools 
and  the  board  of  education. 

Health  Ccm.xissioner 

The  office  of  tho  health  commissioner  is  located  in  the  residence  of 
the  incumbent,  Dr,  Euxiton,  at  117  South  Fourth  Street,  Rockport,  Indiana, 
Tho  room  is  in  good  condition  and  contains  4g*  of  bound  volumes  in  a 
chest,  which  oompriso  50/o  of  the  health  commissioner's  records.  The 
other  0O/3  aro  housed  in  the  recorder's  office. 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Tho  office  of  the  board  of  public  welfare,  on  the  first  floor  of 
tho  courthouse,  is  a  moderately  sized  room,  clean,  well  vontilabod,  and 
well  lighted.    This  office  has  concrete  flooring  and  plaster  walls  and 
coiling,  but  provides  poor  accommodations  for  users  of  the  records. 
Records  housed  here  consist  of  ll1  of  bound  volumes  stacked  on  tables 
and  15'  of  unbound  records  in  a  filing  oabinot.    Space  is  available  for 
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tho  installation  of  shelving,  tho  records  of  the  board  of  public 

welfare  are  here# 

Surveyor 

A  main  office  and  workroon  on  tho  east  side  of  the  first  floor  are 
occupied  by  the  survoyor.    Measuring  10 T  by  10T  by  12',  both  rooias  have 
concrete  floors  and  plaster  -walls  and  ceilings,  and  are  well  ventilated 
and  well  lighted.    Tho  office  houses  2  s  of  bound  volumes  on  4'  of  wooden 
shelving;  the  workrocc.  houses  4'  of  unbound  maps;  these  conprise  all  the 
surveyor's  records.    Satisfactory  ac  c  err/,  od-t  ions  for  users  of  the  records 
are  providod  in  both  offices. 

Highway  Supervisor 

Records  of  tho  highway  supervisor  are  housed  in  the  auditor's  office 
(q»  v.,  supra). 

Agricultural  Agent 

On  the  north  side  of  the  first  floor  is  an  office  15 »  by  12*  by  10', 
well  lighted  and  well  ventilated,  oocupicd  by  tho  agricultural  agent. 
It  is  constructed  with  a  concrete  floor,  plaster  walls,  and  plaster 
ceiling,  and  is  equipped  with  15'  of  shelving,  on  which  are  10'  of 
unbound  records  in  file  boxes  24"  deep.    All  the  records  of  the  agricultural 
agent  are  housed  in  this  office,  which  furnishes  satisfactory  acc 0:200 da-c ions 
for  users  of  the  records. 

Storage  Soon 

A  snail  room,  12'  by  10'  by  10',  in  tho  baseaont,  is  used  for  the 
storage  of  records.    The  flooring  and  walls  of  the  foon  are  concrete,  and 
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vontilation  and  lighting  conditions  are  good,  with  but  slight  dampness 
present,    Yfoodon  shelving  houses  200*  of  bound  volumes  and  300 T  of  unbound 
records  in  filo  boxes  10n  deep,  which  conpiotoiy  fill  the  present  shelving; 
however,  there  is  space  in  which  additional  shelving  can  bo  installed. 
Excoilont  accommodations  are  provided  for  users  of  these  records,  which 
comprise  10Jo  6ach  of  the  records  of  the  auditor,  the  assessor,  and  the 
treasurer,  and  5%  of  the  records  of  the  clerk, 

'  Review 

Housing  conditions,  on  the  "whole,  are  very  satisfactory  in  Spencer 
County,   However,  the  installation  of  shelving  in  the  offices  listed 
bolow  would  improve  the  housing  conditions  greatly— so  far,  in  fact, 
that  no  further  criticism  could  justly  be  given. 

Shelving  in  the  quantities  indicated  is  needed  in  the  following 
offices:    tho  auditor's  office,  20* j  the  treasurer's  office,  20';  the 
assessor's  office,  2G'-50';  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  schools, 
20';  the  office  of  the  board  of  public  welfare,  35*;  and  the  basement 
storage  room  an  amount  of  shelving  which  would  allow  room  for  expansion 
in  tho  records  of  each  office  housed  there.    With  these  improvomsnts, 
the  housing  of  Spencer  County  reoords  would  meet  the  highest  standards. 
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The  stylo  Hanual  of  the  Unitod  States  Government  Printing  Office 
is  the  authority  follovrod  herein. 


alph.  alphabetical  or  alphabetically 

Ann.  Annotated 

art.  article 

arr.  arranged 

aver.  average 

bdl.  bundle 

Bldg.  Building 

ch.  chapter 

chron.  chronological  or  chronologically 
C.  C.                     .  County  Courthouse 

Const.  Constitution 

hdtr.  r.™_...  Litton 

ib##  ibid.  ibidem  (same  reference  as  that 

immediately  foro going) 

Ind.  Indiana 

infra  belovr 

HE*  Hortheast 

noo#  number,  numbers 

Sff.  Uorth-rroct 

off.  office 

iP«j  PP»  P^ge,  pages 

q.  v.  Tsiiich  see 

Rev.  Stat.  Revised  Statutes 


Abbreviations 


rm. 

room 

Sec. 

Section 

SE. 

Southeast 

stg. 

storage' 

S7f. 

Southwest 

supra 

above 

twp. 

township 

TT  S 

vol.,  vols. 

voiur-a,  VOlUTiOS 

vt. 

vault 

Other  abbreviations  occasionally  used  will  be  obvious  from  the 
context • 

Explanation  to  Inventory 

The  inventory  of  the  records  of  each  bureau  is  preceded  by  an 
explanatory  section,  giving  logal  status  and  functions  of  each* 

Each  ontry  has  two  parts,  or  paragraphs:    Title  and  description. 
Occasionally  on  ontry  vn.ll  have  a  cross-reference  paragraph. 
I.    The  title  consists  of: 

1.  Entry  number.    The  entries  are  numbered  consecutively  within 
the  county. 

2.  Titles  in  capitals,  enclosed  in  parentheses,  are  supplied  by  the 
Historical  Records  Survey,  because  either  the  volume  or  file  has  no  title 
or  an  incorrect  title.    Words  in  capitals  and  lower  case,  enclosed  in 
parentheses,  are  supplementary  to  the  title,  where  it  is  necessary  to 
explain  the  type  of  records  more  fully. 

3.  Period  oovered  by  the  record,  showing  beginning  and  ending  dates. 
A  dash  in  place  of  an  ending  date  denotes  a  continuous  opon  record. 
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4.  Quantity. 

5.  Markings,  if  a  sorios  or  a  part  of  a  series.    Tfhere  tho  entry 
consists  of  one  volume  or  of  vol*  1  only,  tho  marking  is  omitted. 

6.  Variation  in  numbering. 

7.  ILL  s  sing  volumes  ■ 

8.  Variations  in  title. 

II.  The  description  consists  of i 

1.  A  complete  description  of  the  record,  its  contents,  and  its 
purpose,  with  a  resume  of  tho  column  headings  or  subjects  treated. 

2.  Method  of  indexing  or  arrangenont. 

3.  Nature  of  recording. 

4.  Condition,    unless  good  or  excellent,  in  7.hich  case,  it  is  omitted. 

5.  Number  of  page3,  avoraged  for  a  series. 

6.  Size,  averaged  for  a  series,  is  given  in  inches  unless  otherwise 
specified;  honco  the  inch  sign  is  omitted. 

7.  Location. 

III.  Cross  references  made  to  other  entries. 

1.  For  records  which  have  a  separate  index. 

2.  For  records  having  earlier  or  later  recordings  under  a  different 
title  or  type  of  record. 

3.  For  records  for  which  additional  information  may  be  found  in 
other  entries. 
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Tho  board  of  cor.rdssionors  is  a  statutory  body  comprising  tnroo 
monbors  olcctcd  for  a  torn,  of  throo  years*    Elections  are  so  arranged 
that  one  member  snr.ll  retire  each  year.    Tne  county  is  dividod  into 
throo  districts  from  eacn  of  wnieh  one  monoor  must  be  olectod  by  all 
the  votors  in  the  county,     (l  Ind.  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1929;  Soc. 
26-601,  26-602,  26-603,'  Burns 1  Ind#  Stat.  Ann.  1933.) 

Sponcer  County  nas  had  a  board  of  commis  si  oners  from  its 
creation,  as  provided  for  in  tho  Constitution  of  1816  and  tne  Constitution 
of  1851.    The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Spencer  County  is  1813. 
All  records  of  this    office  are  located  in  tne  courtr.ouse  unless  other- 
wise stated. 

Tho  board  was  intended  to  be  the  administrative  and  exocutive 
head  of  the  county*    Its  pavers  were  o:ctonsive  and  often  abused.  In 
1399  tho  county  council  (c.  v.)  was  created  as  a  choclr  upon  the 
coraissioners  in  fiscal  matters •     (Acts  1399 j  Sec.  23-501,  26-515, 
26-529,  26-532,  26-535,  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933.) 

Tne  board  of  commissioners  is  a  corporate  body  with  powers  to 
sue  and  be  sued,  and  possessing  duties,  rights,  and  powers  incident  to 
corporations  (l  Ind.  Rov.  Stat.  1352;  Sec.  26-606,  Burns*  IncU  Stat.  Axm* 
1953).    It  roots  in  regular  session  every  month  on  the  first  Monday 
and  in  special  sessions  as  called  by  the  county  auditor,  its  cx-off icio 
olerk  (Acts  1863;  Sec.  26-607,  Burns*  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933.) 

Its  principal  functions  are;    Control  of  county  property,  allow- 
ance of  claims  against'  county,     (l  Ind.  Rev.  Stat.  1552;  Sec*  26-320, 
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Burnt*!  BfcU  Stat,  Ann.  1933),  lotting  of  county  contracts, 
supervision  of  contracts  of  maintenance  of  roads  and  brides  (Acts  1303; 
Soc.  36-1301,  Burns'  Ind.  Stat*  Ann*  1333),  and  the  preparation  of 
annual  budget  estimates*     (Acts  1099;: Sec*  26-516,  Burns'  Ind.  Stat*  Ann* 
1933;*    It  appoints  many  county  officials  and  exercises  the  right  of 
eminent  domain  (Acts  1839;  Sec*  26-2101  to  2o-2106,  Eurns'  Ind.  Stat*  Ann* 
1953)*    Other  powers,  in  specific  fnstances,  have  been  conferred  upon  the 
board  by  the  legislature;  cniofly,  abolition  or  change  of  township  or 
precinct  boundary  linos  (Acts  1359;  Sec*  26-701,  Burns'  Ind*  Stat*  Ann* 
1933),  establishment  of  library  (l  Ind.  -cev*  Stat*  See*  41,5021,  Jurns' 
Ind*  Stat.  Ann.  1333)  and  hospitals  (Acts  1903;  Seo.  22-3201,  Burns'  Ind. 
Stat*  A-nn.  1933),  payment  of  bounties,  offering  of  rewards,  (Acts  1375; 
See.  26-1101,  Bums'  Ind*  Stat.  Ann.  1335),  and  aid  to  -war  veterans^ 

Tao  commissioners,  by  virtue  of  tneir  office,  v;oro  constituted  a 
board  of  turnpike  directors,  by  an  act  of  1379,  for  the  management 
and  control  of  all  free  turnpikes  in  tae  county.    Eacn  director  had 
personal  supervision  of  one  district.    Tneir  powors  are  to  appoint 
suitable  persons  to  supervise  the  work  of  repairs;  contract  for  labor 
and  materials;  enter  upon  lands  to  take  gravel,         to  give  certificates 
of  payment;-  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  "Che  board  (Acts  1879,  p.  226)* 
An  act  of  1905  mado  tae  county  auditor  the  clerk  of  the  ooard.  (Acts 
1905,  pp.  521-579.) 

This  board  *.vas  abolisnod  in  1913,  and  the  highways  wore  placed  in 
c.^argo  of  a  superintendent  of  highways  appointed  by  tho  corriissioners* 
(Acts  1913,  ch.  330,  sec.  1,  p.  877.) 

The  office  was  likewise  abolished  twenty  years  later,  and  super- 
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vision  of  highr/ays  was  transferred  to  the  surveyor  (q.  v*)>  in.  case  the 
commissioners  have  not  appointed  a  higttway  supervisor  (q.  v.)*>  (Acts 
1933;  Soc.  36-1101  to  36-1109,  Burns1  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933,) 

Court  Proceedings 

1.  COlLIISSIO.iER'S  RECORD,  1858—  .    30  vols,     (3-Z,  A1-A5).  Vol. 
A,  prior  to  1858,  missing* 

Record  of  transactions,  shov.ing  appointments,  grants,  public  auctions, 
s&les,  petitions  and  applications.  Indexed  alpn.  by  title  of  subject. 
1358-1920,  hdw.j  1920—,  typed.    600  pp.    15  x  13  x  2,    Auditor's  off. 

2.  ESTirATES  OF  COUATY  COI.lIISSIOi.ER,  1930—.    1  file  box. 
Record  of  estimator .  for  various  classes  of  improvements,  shewing  date, 
nsr.es  of  estimators,  and  subjects  considered.    No  index.    16  x  10  x  2a« 
Auditor's  off. 

3.  COMUSSIOaER'S  ESTHETE  OF  EXPENSES.  1921—.    1  file  box. 
Record  of  estimate  of  county's  yearly  oudgct,  sh.cr.7ing  estimated  account 
of  moncy^  to  carry  on  pudic  business  for  coning  year.    Arr.  chron. 

16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off* 

4.  3UILDI.NC-S  BORNEO,  1921-27.    1  file  box. 

Record  of  all  county  buildings  burned,  sheving  name  of  building,  date 
burnod,  and  est inatod  loss.    No  index,     16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

5.  ORipmNCE.  1929—.    1  file  box. 

Copies  of  ordinances  passed  by  county  commissioners,  shov/ing  dote,  kind 
of  ordinance,  v:hy  nocossary,  members  voting,  and  full  particulars*  :;o 
index.    16  x  10  x  2^.    Auditor's  off. 
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Court  Proceedings (continued) 

6.  riEA  COURTHOUSE  KkPESS  AND  VOTING  MfcOHCUE  PMESiS;  1930— .  1 
file  box. 

Papers  pertaining  to  present  courtnouse  and  present  voting  r^ehines. 
No  index.     16  x  12  x  5C    Audi  tor's  off. 

7.  COURT-HOUSE  PABERBj  not  dated.    1  file  box. 

Ui  rcellaneous  papers  pertaining  to  courtnouse.  Mb  index.  IS  x  10  x  2-|- 
Auditor's  off. 

8.  SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  PUBLIC  PAInTIr-G,  1927—,    1  f.lje  box. 
Specifications  for  printing  forrris,  to  be  used  by  county  officials, 
showing  size,  kind,  and  description  of  fom  to  be  used.    No  index* 
16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

9.  EUGIi.'EER'S  AND  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORTS,  not  dated.    1  file 
box. 

Enginoar'o  and  superintendent's  reports  on  county  work, under  their 
supervision.    No  indox.    16  x  10  x  ?£.    /-uditor's  off. 

10.  OATHS  OF  BNCH^iBBRfi   AND  VIEAERS,  1023—.    1  file  box, 
Record  of  oatns  sworn  to,  and  given  to  engineers  ,and  viewers-  ,  showing 
name  of  engineer  or  viewer,  ond  date  of  oath.   Arr.  chrdn*    16  x  12  x  5 
Auditor's  off. 

11.  E.'.GI^EER  Ar.'D  VIEASR'S  ESTIMATE,  not  dated.    1  file,  box. 
Estimates  rade  by  onginoer  and  viewer. on  county  work  to  bo  done. 
i'Jo  ir.dex.    16  x  10  x  2>r.    Auditor's  off. 

12.  EuGl:.E2a*S  ESTIMATES,  not  dated.    1  file  box. 

Record  of  engineer's  estirntes  on  county  work  to  be  done.    Hq  index. 
16  x  10      2-^-.    Auditor's  off. 
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Court  Proceedings  (continued) 

15,    COTJ::TY  OFFICER'S  ESTIUA.TES,  not  dated,    2  file  box. 
County  of  floor's  est5  rates  of  improvements,  and  ocsts  for  t.ioir 
respective  offices.    No  index.    16  x  10  x  2v.    Auditor's  off* 

14*    HJGIIK&Y  SUPERIUTEnDENT  REPORTS,  not  dated*    1  file  box. 
Peports  on  highways  made  by  highway  rurorintendent  to  the  commissioner 
No  indux.    16  x  10  x  2y*   Auditor's  off.  1417716 

15.  SUPPLIES,  COUNTY  IaFIR'kRY,  not  dated.    1  file  box. 
List  pnd  record  of  supplies  issued  to  county  infirmary.    No  index. 
16  x  10  x  2&9    Auditor's  off. 

16.  ORPHANS  HO  IE  HEPORIS,  1925—.    1  file  box. 

Reports  cade  by  trustees  of  orphans  home,  shoeing  expenditures,  for 
what  purpose,  and  recommendations.    Uo  index.    16  x  10  x  2^.  Auditor1 
off. 

17.  insanity  inquests,  1922--%   1  file  box.  . 

Inquests  held  to  determine • the  insanity  of  persons,  showing  name  of 
person,  date  of  inquest,  by  whom,  and  condition  of  patient.    Arr.  chon 
16  ::  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

For  court  records,  see  9ntry  So. 

IS.    EPILEPTIC  INQOESt',  1921—.    I  file  box. 
Record  of  inquests  hold  to  determine  condition  of  epileptics,  showing 
name  of  person,  dato  of  inquest,  by  whom,  aud  condition  of  patient. 
Arr.  chron.  .16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off* 

in.    RILEY  HOSPITAL,  1921—*    1  file  box. 
Papers  and  reports  on  P.iloy  hospital,  applicants  and  entrants,  shoring 
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Court  Pjfcoeod  taga  (continued) 

name  of  applicant^,  age,  address,  parent's  or  guardian's  noxo,  kind  of 
application^  how  lon;c  standing,  date  of  application,  and  entry ^  Arr. 
cfcrer.    13  ::  12  :c  5.    Auditor's  off* 
3oc  also  ontry  €<1. 
20.    CV.'HS,  1926— .    1  filo  box. 
Oe.ths  of  various  county  officials,  deputies  and  cthor  persons  holding 
county  offices.    No  index •    16  x  12  ::  6.    Auditor's  off. 

£1,    CIAI15S  A1ID  PETITIONS  DISMISSED,  1921—.    1  file  box. 
Claims  against  county,  and  petitions  that  ?;ere  dismissed,  Bhowing 
nature  and  ©mount  cf  clii1?.  or  petition,  reason  for  dismissal,  and  hoi? 
disposed.    Arr»  chron.    13  x  3  2  v.  5.    Auditor's  off. 

22.  OHIO  RIVER  BRIDGE^  1931—.    1  filo  hex. 

Record  of  petitions  and  estimtos  for  bridge  across  tho  Ohio  River  at 
Rockport.    b-TTm  chron«    15  x  12  x  5i   Auditor vs  off. 

0 lairs  arid  Allrirar^.o; 

23.  :;••>«£  CLAJU  AIID  ALLOWANCE  RECORD,  1912—.    6  vols. 
Minutes  of  meetings,  showing  dates,  subjects  treated,  fin?l  disposition 
of  subjects,  and  list  cf  claircs  allcv;ed.    Arr.  chrcn.    Hdv;.    520  pp. 

16  :■:  14  T.  3.    Auditor's  off. 

24.  COMMISSIONERS 1  CLAIMS,  1921—.    1  file  box. 

Claims  filed^  showing  land  cf  claim,  omourt,  and  for  what  purpose. 
Arr.  ohron«    16  r.  12  x  5«    Auditor's  off. 


Court  ?r oc e o dings — Olaims  rr.d  Allowances ( continued) 

25«    ift&.GSS,  1035—.    1  file  box. 
Reports  of  damages,  claims  filed  against  county,  and  claims  allowed, 
snowing  no.,  date,  to  v.'hom  alley.  c>",  amount,  amount  claimed,  and  warrant 
no.    i'rr.  chron.    13  x  12  x  5.    A.udit6r*s  off. 

26.  TOV.USuI?  PdOI?  ACCOUNTS  AND  SA&l  CF  POOR  POINDS  *  1696—.    2  vols* 
Rocord  of  parsons  who  hj&ve  received  relief,  showing  dete,  kind  of  relief, 
vendors  name,  amount,  why  dopsndont,  prb,  color,  no.  in  family,'  county 
poor  bonds,  showing  date,  receipt  of  warrant;,  memoranda,  folio,  disburse- 
ments, receipts,  balance,  amount  of  bond,  Tories,  demoni-nation,  notioe 

to  taxpayors,  order  of  board  or  commissioners  authorized  by  county 
council,  iri  finding  of  board  of  commissioners .    An*,  chron.    Ildw.  on 
printed  form.    300  pp.    16  x  10  x  2.    Auditor's  off. 

27.  COM'JSSIO::-::^  ALLC-V^CE  (POOR),  1933—.    1  file  box. 

Rocord  of  appro  priations  .for  upkeep  and  maintenance  of  county  infirmary, 
showing  all  expenses  for  the  institutions  obligations  for  year.  Arr. 
enron.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

RECORD  CF  OLD  ACE  PAT3I01:  APMCATIONS,  1953—  t  .     1  vol. 
Record  of  old  ago  pension  applications,  showing  name,  address,  sex,  dato 
and  place       birth,  single,  married,  native,  no.  of  children,  circumstances 
property  valuo,  applicant's  signature,  date,  notary's  signature,  dato,  and 
time  pension  expiros.    Lo  index.    Hdw.  on  printed  form.    300  pp.    13  x 
13  x  3.    Auditor's  off. 

For  other  records,  see  entries  29,  261-265. 
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Court  Proceedings— Claims  and  r.llov/ancos^ continued ) 

29.  OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  (REJECTED  AND  GRAFTED  APPLICATIONS),  1334— •  . 
1  filo  box* 

Rocord  of  old  ago  pension  applications,  rejected  and  granted,  shrr.vinr:  name, 
d  ate  of  birth,  color,  nationality,  married,  reason  for  any  rejections,  single, 
no.  in  family,  address,  and  State*    Arr#  chrcn.    IS  x  12  x  5.  Auditor's 
off. 

For  otner  records,  see  entries  20,  251-263. 

30.  SOLDIERS'  BU.iLlLS,  not  dated.    1  file  box. 

Record  of  State  funds  paid  through  county  auditor  for  soldiors  burials, 
shoeing  dato  of  death,  narv^,  and  nhore  buried.  I'o  index.  10  x  10  x  2^» 
Auditor's  off. 

See  also  entries  140-147. 
51.    SHERIFF'S  ALLOWANCES  FOR  CONVEYING  PRISONERS,  1925—.    1  file 
box. 

Record  of  allov/ancos  for  conveying  prisoners  to  State  prisont-,  shov.'ing 
no.  of  prisoners,  names,  amount  allowed  por  person,,  and  total  amount* 
Arr*  chron.    15  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

32«    ASSESSOR'S  CLU2.DS,  not  dated*    1  file  box,, 
Record  of  county  assessor's  plains,  filed  v;ith  auditor,  to  pay  expenses 
of  his  office,  showing  dato,  and  amount,    ^o  index.    15  x  10  x  2g. 
Auditor's  off. 

33.    C0UUTY  AGENT'S  CITIES,  1321—.    1  file  box. 
Record  of  agricultural  agent's  claims. on  his  appropriation  in  auditor's 
office,  shaving  no.  and  dato  of  claim,  amount,  and  for  what  purpose.  £rr. 
chron.    15  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 
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Court  Procoodin~s — Z la  i :  s    m  •  .llo.v..r.oos (continued) 

34f    ZNI^^TftJHCS  SAX APFiiMSER *S  FDE,  1933--.    1  filo  box. 
Record  of  inheritance  tax  appraiser's  fees  for  assessing  inner; tances* 
ahov/ing  amount  of  estate,  and  amount  of  tox  duo  State*    ±;o  index*    1C  x 
12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

3ids  and  Contracts 

2*" 

35.  BIDDER'S  RECORD,  1903—.    2  vols.  (l-l). 

Rocoru  of  bids  that  v;ero  p.pproved  and  granted,  chewing  description,  date 
opened,  notice  £ivon,  name  of  paper,  contract  order,  page,  requisition, 
and  item  nos.,  quantity,  unit,  unit  price  bid,  nar.es  of  accepted  bidders, 
dato  of  purchase  order,  and  reason  for  rejecting  any  bid.    Indexed  alpn. 
by  name  of  bidder.    Hdw.  on  printed  fore.    200  pp.    13  x  14  x  2. 
Auditor's  off. 

36.  3IDS  AND  CCNTR^CTSj  1923—.    1  file  box. 

County  bids  for  road,  brid~o,  drainage,  buildings,  and  other  c ounty  work. 
No  index.    16  r,  10  x  2A-.    Auditor's  off. 

37.  STATE  HIGHWAY  CONTRACTS,  1931—.    1  file  box. 

Record  of  contracts  let  for  repair  of  Stato  highways,  showing  contractor's 
name,  icind  of  repair  v?ork,  amount  of  expense,  amount  of  bond,  and  dates. 
No  :.ndex.    16  x  12  x  3.    Auditor's  off. 

30.    CONTRACTOR'S  BOilDS,  "1921—.      1  filo  box. 
Contractor's  bonds  on  county  projects,  snowing  amount  of  bond,  and 
conditions  of  contract.    No  index.    16  x  10  x  2v?.    Auditor's  off. 


County  Corcnicsionora  *q 

Court  Proceedings — Bids  and  Contracts  (continued  ) 

39.  EBS&RMTCB  POLICIES,  1927--.     1  filo  box. 

Insurance  policies  on  all  county  buildings,  showing  date  issued,  length 
of  issuo,  and  dato  of  oxpiration.    No  radox.    1G  x  12  x  5.  ^uaito^s 
off. 

40.  BONDS  AND  COUPON'S,  1926—.    1  filo  box. 

County  bonds  that  have  boon  redeemed,  rith  dcta chab2o  'oo'ir-r.", and  dates 
of  issuo  and  redemption,    no  index.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

41.  DRAIN  BONDS  AND  COUPON'S  AI.'D  PAPERS^     1925-28.     1  file  box. 
Record  of  bonds  issued  for  construction  of  drains,  si.ov/ing  coupons  rodeemad 
and  papers  pertaining  to  bond  issuo.    -o  index*    13  x  12  x  5.    Auditor  *  s 
off. 

Roads,  Bridreg,  and  Pit-;   

42.  RIGHT  OF  VAY  ftttUffS,  1927—.    1  file  box. 

Rocord  of  grants  for  right  of  ray  for  traction  lines,  showing  land  owners 

t  - 
and  traction  companys  name,  and  date  of  grant.    Mb  index.    16  x  12  x  5. 

Auditor's  off. 

43.  ORDSR  TO  OPEN  ROAD,  1921— 0    1  filo  box. 

Rucord  of  orders  approving  tno  opening  of  county  roads  to  public  jshov/ing 
name  and  lengtn  of  road,  and  dato  to  be  opened.    To  index.    16  x  10  x  2-j. 
Auditor's  off. 

44.  ROCK  ROADS,  1923-30.    1  filo  box. 

Documents  pertaining  to  county  rock  ror;ds,  shcr.vlng  ?a£mo  and  location  of 
road.    No  index.    16  x  12  r.  5.    Auditor's  off. 
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Court  Proceedings—Roads.  Bridges,  ond  Ditonos (continuod) 

4.5,    '  COIX.TY  LIRE  ROiDg,  1921--.    1  file  box. 
Record  oi*  roads  that  forra  county  boudaries,  shov/ing  nan.o  and  location 
of  road,  and  action  of  boundary  forjaad  by  oach  road.    No  index. 
16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off* 

46.  ROADS  UNDER  IHRES  ifggg  1926— *    1  file  box. 

Record  of  roads  to  bo  r^do  undor  tho  t/ireo  mile  lar:,  which  is  nov;  under 
moratorium,         index.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off* 

47.  ROAD  RSPEWEE'S  PQ£  BIDDERS,  1036—.    1  filo  box. 
Record  of  statements  rede  by  pur^ons  revie'.ving  condition  of  roads  preparatory 
for  p/ildLng  of  bids,  showing  repairing,  grading,  or  graveling  of  roads. 

ITo  index.    16  x  10  x  2£.    Auditor's  off. 

48.  ecu:; TV  bridges,  1931-* .   1  filo  box. 

Record  of  county  bridges,  Bhcming  location  of  bridge,  no-.v  or  repaired, 
cost,  by  whoa  v/ork  vies  done,  and  date.    No  index.    16  x  12  x  5.  Auditor's 
off. 

49»    BRIDGE  SUPERIU"TEliDERT#  not  dated.    1  file  box. 
Reports  of  bridge  superintendent,  on  construction,'  progress  of  v;ork  being 
done.    No  index.    16  x  10  x  2^-.    Auditor's  off. 


II    COUNTY  COUNCIL 
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In  1399  tho  legislature  created  the  county  council.    This  council 
consists  of  seven  members  who  are  elected  for  a  term  of  four  yoars. 
One  member  is  elected  from  each  councilmanic  discrict  by  tho  district 
and  three  members  are  elected  at  large  from  the  county.    The  council 
elects  its  ov/n  president  and  county  auditor  acts  as  its  clerk.  The 
county  sheriff  is  required  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  council,  (Acts 
1393;  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1953,  2^6-509,  26-515,  25-515,  23-552.) 
The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Spencer  county  is  13  75.  All 
of  the  records  of  this  office  are  located  in  the  courthouse  unless 
ot he  r  v.  i  s  e  stated* 

Tho  pov.er  of  fixing  the  tax  rate  v.here  it  is  not  fixed  by  lav;,  . 
is  vested  in  the  council,  as  well  as  tho  pov.cr  of  making  appropriations 
of  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury  (Acts  1699;  Burns' 
1933  S'cat.,  26-515.) 

The  council  passes  on  all  budget  estimates  submitted  by  county 
officials  (Acts  1599;  Bums'  1£35  Stat.,  26-320;,  as  well  as  onprgency 
appropriations  (Acts  15S9,  1907,  1915;  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann,  1935. 
26-521). 

The  council  has  the    exclusive  pov/er  to  authorize  the  borrowing 
of  money  for  the  county  and  the  issuing  of  bonds  (Acts  1899;  1921, 
1929;  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933,  26-532).    Ho  sale  or  purchr.se  by  the 
county  of  real  estate  of  the  value  of  -1,000  or  more  shall  take  place 
without  authorisation  of  the  Council  (Acts  1399;  Burns'  Ind.  Stat. 
Ann.  1933,  26-534).  • 
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50.  COUNTY  COUNCIL  RECORDS,  1899—,     1  vol.  ^ 
Record  of  proceedings  of  meetings  of  board  of  county  councilmen,  s  herr- 
ing da-;c,  names  of  members,  and  r enures.    Arr.  chron.    EdW.  and  typed, 
655  pp.  18  x  12  x  5.     Auditor's  off. 

51.  ADDITIONAL  A.vH CHELATIONS  0?  STAID  TAX  BOA'  'D,  1524—.     1  file 
box. 

Record  of  additional  appropriation  by  State  tax  board,  showing  date,  and 
amount  of  appropriation.    Arr.  chron.     1C  x  12  x  5.  Auditor's  off, 

52.  NOTICE-  COUNTY  COUNCIL-  DOC-  FUND,  not  dated.     1  file  box. 
Reports  made  to  the  county  council,  regarding  fund  from  do;~  tax, 
shov.ir.g  amount  of  taxes  collected  and  not  collected.    No  index* 

16  x  10  x  2~-\*    Auditor's  off. 

53.  CONTINUED  CLAIMS  TO  3L  RiiF^P.rED  TO  COUNCIL,  1951--. 
1  file  box. 

Record  of  claims  still  pending,  \rhich  arc  to  be  referred  to  county 
council  for  Judgment,  showing  kind  of  claim,  for  what  purpose,  and 
amount.    Arr.  c-hron.     Id  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 
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I  IT  CLBPJC 

Tno  clerk  of  tno  circuit  court,  commonly  referred  to  as  "county 
clerk"  ic  a  constitutional  officer,  olected  for  a  four-yoor  term, 
end  nob  entitled  to  hold  office  more  than  eight  years  of  any  twelve- 
year  poriod.     (Indiana  ^enst.,  art*  6,  sec.  Z;  Burns1  Ind.  Stat.  Ann • 
1933,  49-2701,)    The  inception  date  of  thin  office  in  Cponcor  County 

is  1318*    All  records  of  this  office  are  located  in  the  courthouse 

y  * 

unless  otherwise  statod. 

Elected  as  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  the  incumbent  of  the  office 
also  serves,  by  statutory  provisions,  as  clerk  of  any  and  all  county 
courts  and  as  sucn  ic  required  to  keep  a  set  of  dockets  and  rocords  for 
all  courts. 

In  addition  to  his  court  duties,  numerous  othor  duties  are  imposed 
upon  tno  clerk  "by  statute.         serves  ex-officio  as  registration  officer 
for  the  county  and  as  a  member  of  the  various  county  election  boards. 
In  discnarging  his  election  duties  ho  is  required  to  keep  records  of 
all  elections  in  tho  county^  issue  certificates  of  election  to  successful 
candidates,  and  act  as  clerk  to  tno  commissioners  appointed  by  the  circuit 
court  to  make  a  recount  in  fontosted  elections. 

Otner  important  duties  of  tho  clerk  are  the  issuance  of  mr.rriage, 
physicians,  dentists,  optometry,  veterinary,  and  nurses1  licenses;  rhe 
issuance  of  permits  to  carry  firearms,  hunting,  trapping,  and  fishing  licen.  ses, 
and  business  licenses  sucn  as  poultry  dealers,  junk  dealers,  and  petty 
money  lenders.    Ho  approves  the  bonds  of  county  officers,  and  of  firm  and 
partnership  certificates,  insurance-  agonts'  certificates,  and  also  records 
many  legal  instruments. 


Clork 


Elections 

Returns 

54.  ELECTION  RECORD,  1857— «    3  vols.  ,1-2). 

Record  of  election  returns,  showing  name  of  candidates,  workers,  politic 
votors,  rnd  no.  of  precincts  and  t.vps.    Arr.  enron.    iidw.    400  pp. 
13  x  12  x  3.    Clerk's  off. 

55.  ELECTION  RETURNS,  1924 — »    1  "box. 

General  eloction  returns,  showing  officials  elected,  kind  of  politics, 
and  majority.    Eo  index.    10  x  14  x  5*    Clerk's  off. 

Official  Bonds 
(See  also  entries  220-229) 

County 

56.  OFFICIAL  BOND,  1853— •    2  vols.  U-3). 

Record  of  officials  bonds,  shoeing  date,  narje^of  official,  attorney, 
clork  and  witness,  and  amount  of  bond*  .'-rr.cnrcn.    IS53-1914,  nd.v.; 
1915—,  typed*  500  pp.    14  x  12  x  2.    Clerk's  off. 

57.  co:::issio;;er$«  bo^ds,  1393—.   1  vol. 

Record  of  cornnissionerS.1  bonds,  shewing  naneo  of  person  bonded,  bonds.man, 
and  clork,  obligation,  and  a-ount  of  bond.    Indexed  alpn.  "by  nane  of 
commissioner*    Hdv;.    503  pp.    12  x  10  x  2.    Clerk's  off. 

50.    JUSTICE  AND  CONSTABLE  30.:  DS,  18G5-1924.    5  vols (l,  1-2) • 
Rooord  of  justices  and  constables  "bonds,  showing  date,  naneJof  porson 
bondod,  bondsinan,  and  clerk,  obligation,  and  amount  of  bond.  Indexed 
alpn.  by  name  of  person  bonded.    Hdv.-.    SCO  pp.     13  x  12  x  2.  Clerk's 
off. 


Clo  rk 
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Official  3onds — i&ojgi  t(  continued) 

59.    jNO^RIAL  BOND  RECORD,  1879—.    2  vols.  (l-2). 
Rucord  of  notarial  bonds,  sho-.ving;  date,  names  of  persons  bonded,  bondccan, 
and  clerk,  obligation,  and  amount  of  bond, Indexed  alph.  by  na^ie  of  applicant. 
Edv/.    475  pp.    18  x  12  x  3.    Clerk's  off. 

Licenses 
(.See  also  entries  217-213) 

'•-.rria^o 

^3oo  also  entry  259) 

GO.    )&$m$$  RECORDS,  1C1S-.    31  vols.     (1-13,  1-18). 
Record  of  rarr  iage  licenses,  showing  date,  nair.es  o*  applicants,  father 
and  aotaer,  residence,  occupation,  color,  and  date  of  birth.  Indexed 
alpn.  by  narr.o  of  groom,    Zdv;.     600  pp,    24  x  16  :-:  3,    Clerk's  off. 

61.  i:U?J^GE  AFFIDAVITS,  1864-1S29.    4  vols.  (-"-,1-3). 

Record  of  affidavits  preceding  marriages,  showing  date,  na:r.e  of  affidavit, 
residence,  a^e,  and  renarks,    Arr.  alph.  by  nans  of  nnle  affiant*  Hdw, 
500  po.    24  ::  16  x  3.    Clerk's  off'. 

For  oarlior  and  later  records,  see  entry  50. 

62.  CARRIAGE  RECORD  RETURNS),  1833--*    105  file  boxes.     (l-66,  1-3S), 

1663,  63,  67,  71,  72,  75-78,  81,  missing. 
Marriage  license  returns,  snowing  date,  nata^  male    or  female'^  fatner, 
r.other,  color,  rosi donee,  occupation,  and  placo  of  birth.    I'o  index, 
10  x  5  x  4>gi    Basement  sV£*  hn. 


Clerk 


Lioonsos  (continued) 

Professional 

63.  PHYSICIAN'S  LICENSE",  1835—.    1  vol. 

Rocord  of  pnysician's  liconso,  showing  date,  mire,  authorization  to 
practice,  dato  of  diploma,  and  name  of  radical  collo:-o.    Indexed  alpr.« 
by  name  of  physician.    Hdw»    285  pp.    18  x  12  x  2.    Clork's  off. 

64.  FnTSTCIAlJ'S  CERTIFICATES,  1923—*     1  ^ile  box. 
Physician's  cartif icates,  shov:in£  dato,  r.ar.e,  qualifications,  license 
to  practico,  education,  decree,  and  name  of  witnesses.    Arr.  alpn.  by 
name  of  physician*    12  x  10  ::  5,    Clork's  off, 

65.  D'^.TISTHY  LICEiiStt  RECORD,  1899—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  dentist's  licpnsos,  shaving  date,  nar.o,  address,  a^e,  and 
p] ?.ce  of  birth.    Indexed  alpn.  by  nana  of  dentist.    Key •    100  pp. 
15  x  10  x  1.    Clork's  off. 


66.  RECORD  OF  POULT  "'.Y  DEALER'S  LICENSE,  1917—*    2  voZs.  (l-3). 
Record  of  poultry  dealerTs  license,  showing  date,  r.c%~e,  address,  and 
nano  of  clerk.    Indexed  alph.  by  nar.e  of  dealer.    Hd-.v.    75  pp.    14  x  1 
x         Clerk's  off. 

67.  JUNK  DE'.LER'S  LICENSE,  1905—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  junk  dealer's  licenso,  shevjin?;  dato,  np^e,  finn,  address, 
and  nar.o  of  clerk.,    Indexed  a]  ph.  by  nar.o  of  do? lor.    Hdw.  on  printed 
forau    75  pp.    14  x  10  x  1.    Clork's  off. 


CWlc 

Licenses — iness  (continued) 

68;    APPLICATION  FOR  SIRS'S  LIC&SE^  1889-1913.    1  vol. 
Record  of  application  Tor  sire's  license,  snowing  date,  name  of  o:raer, 
sire,  dam,  birtn,  description,  breed,  and  pedigree*    Indexed  alph,  by 
name  <->f  oivnor,    Kdv/.  on  printed  form,    312  pp.     18  x  12  x  2,    Clerk' c 
off. 

Certificate:; 

?r  of  cr>: sior.al 

■  • 

39.    RZCrlSTER  C?  TRAINED  17UP.3ZS,  1922--,    1  vol. 
Record  of  nurses1  certificates,  showing  date,  name,  addrsss,  examination, 
and  registration,    Arr,  chron,    Hdw,  on  printed  forr.,    3  00  pp,    10  ::  7 
x  1,    Clerk's  off, 

70,  APPLICATION  FOR  PERMIT  TO  CARRY  FimRIS,  1928—.    1  file  box. 
Application  for  permit  to  car^y  firearms ,  shov.ing  dare,  name  cf  applicant, 
and  reason  for  permit.    Ho  fndox,    12  x  10  x  5,    Clerk's  off, 

71,  RECORD  0?  A$2t&$  fejlfS,  1925—,    1  vol. 

Record  of  firearms  permits,  shoving  date,  name,  address,  reason  for 
permit,.  nH  description  nf  appH.cv-nt  end  gun,  Arr,  enron,  hdv«  on 
printed  form*    60  pp.    12  x  10  x  1,    Clerk1 r  off. 

72,  PkT'I.T  RIGET  RECORD,  1869—,    1  vol. 

Record  of  patent  rights,  snc-.ving  date,  narei  of  paten tee.  and  patent, 
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Certificates  —  "u  .-,??-!<- sr.  ( c  ©n  t  i  nue  d  ) 

kind.  no#  to  whom  icsued,  and  doto  of  letters.  Indoxod  alpn.  by  name 
of  applicant*  ild«?«  cn  printed  form.  285  pp.  IS  x  21  :c  l;r»  Clcrk'a 
off, 

Reeelftfcs  end  In? curco-.-or.tr 

73«    OUERK»S  DU"LY  BMAwGB  AIID  C.--:;:;  STA.7E1-2KT,  1915—.    3  vols* 
(1-6,  12-13).    Vole.  7-11,  1920-33,  missing* 
Record  oi'  the  clerk's  daily  each,  showing  date,  name  of  depositories, 
d-'iily  receipts,  disbursements,  and  balanco.    ko  Index •    Hdw.  on  printed 
form.    300  pp.    12  x  10  x  3.    G  vols.,  1916-20,  basement  stg«  nti.j  2 
vols,,  1933—,  clork1  c  off» 

74.  C&.SH  BOOK,  1865— «    o  vols.    (2,  1-3,  end  2  vols,  not  numbered). 
Variation,  CASH  PtUdTPTS. 

Hocord  of  each  received  and  disburcod,  showing  date,  cost,  fees  duo 
county,  kind,  daily  dopocits,  checks  issued,  and  balance*    krr.  enron. 
Hdv/.  on  printed  form*    250  pp.    1G  x  12  :•:  2.    5  vols.,  1865-1922, 
basement  stg>  rm»j  3  vols.,  1926—,  clerk's  off, 

75.  G*.:!CI1PP  CtDSCK         £?";?$,  1921—.    2  boxes. 

Canc-^d  '  chocks  and  stubs,  shov.-ins  date,  amount,  to  whom  issued,  and 
for  what  issued..  Arr.  enron.    12  x  10  >:  5.    Clerk' c  off. 


IV    CIRCUIT"  COURT 


CO 


The  circuit  court  is  authorized  by  the  Indiana  Constitution 
(Indiana  Const •*  Art,  7,  Sec*  11 )•    The  seventieth  circuit 
comprises  Perry  and  Sponcor  Counties*    The  inception  date  of  this 
court  in  Spencer  County  is  1818.    All  records  of  this  court  arc  located 
in  tho  courthouse  unless  otherwise  stated* 

The  judge  of  tho  circuit  court  is  elected  by  the  people  and  the 
term  of  office  is  six  years*    The  court  has  jurisdiction  of  lav.*,  equity, 
criminal  cases,  and  settlement  of  decedent's  estates,  and  of  guardian- 
ships*   It  has  appellate  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  from  justic3  of 
poaco  courts*     (Acts  1881;  Sec*  4-503,  Burns'  Ind.  Stat,  Ann*  1953*) 

Change  of  Venue 
(See  also  entries  171-172) 

76.    CHUJGZ  0?  VEETJE,  1908--.    2  file  boxes. 
Change  of  venue  cp.scs,  showing  parties  involved,  case  no,,  from  what 
county,  total  cost  per  day,  and  clerk's  name*   Arr.  ehron.    11  x  6  k  4* 
Easement  stg.  rm* 

Civil  and  Criminal  Causes 

77*    CIVIL  COUKT  CASES  (DISPOSED),  183?—.    571  file  boxes. 
Papors  pertaining  to  disposed  of  civil  cases,  showing  case  no*,  kind  of 
case,  parties  involved,  trial  date,  proceedings,  presiding  judge,  kind 
and  date  of  judgment,  and  date  of  final  exocution.    fro  index*    Adv.-*  en 
printed  form*    7  x  5  x  II.     522  file  boxes,  18C7-193G,  basement  str.  rm, 
49  file  boxes,  1930—,  clerk's  off* 


Cirou i  b  Coax 


51 


Civil  and  Criminal  Causes (continued) 

76.    SSCEIJANEOUS  PAPERS  (OLD  CIVIL  SUITS),  2025—*    1  Tile  box. 
2.3.  seel  lanoous  papers  and  documents  pertaining  to  old  civil  suite. 
Ko  index.     10  ;■:  5  x  12.    Clerk's  off. 

79.    CRIMINAL,  1920--.    8  file  boxes.  (l-8). 
Documents  pertaining  to  criminal  cases  tried,  showing  datesm  nar.oj of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  docision.    Arr.  chron.    10  x  5  x  12.  Clork's 
off. 

SO.    PILL  CA3I::L?  II. TLX,  1906—.    2  vols. 
Index  to  filo  boxes,  shoring  civil,  criminal,  p.rd  probate  records.  Arr. 
alph.  by  defendant;  and  plaintiff.    Hdw.    350  pp.    18  x  12  x  3.    1  vol., 

basomont  ctg.  nn.  .  1  vol.,  clork's  off. 

i 

81.    APPOINTMENTS  AND  OATHS  OF  JUDGES,  1919—.    1  file  box. 
Documents,  shoring  appointments  of  special  ^judges,  and  their  signed 
oath  of  office,    No  index.    10  x  5  x  12.    Clerk's  off. 

62.    SURETY  FOR  COSTS,  1921—.    2  file  boxes. 
Papors  pertaining  to  surety  for  court  cccts,  showing  sureties  marc;  court, 
case  no.,  party  bondod,  date,  and  amount.    Arr.  Chiron.    11  x  6  x  4. 
Easement  stg.  rnu 

83.    INSANE  PROCEEDINGS,  1924  —  .    1  file  box. 
Papers  portainii:_  to  proceedings  and  charges  brought  to  determine  insanity, 
shoi'/ing  reasons  for  incarceration  in  asylums ,  dates  and  physicians  and 
patients  names.    Wo  indox.    10  x  5  x  9.    Clerk's  off. 
Tor  cost  records,  see  entry  17«, 


Civil  and  Criminal  Causcs(continued) 

84.  KLUrf  HDSPITA.L  EIiTil'^.TS,  1934—*    2  file  box. 

Paper  pertaining  to  entrants  to  Riley  i-ospital,.  shov.-ing  child's  name, 
parents,  ago,  birthplace,  aff lictlon,  and  causo.    iio  index*     10  x  5  x  12 
Clork's  off* 

See  also  entry  19 • 

85.  FZiAL  INSTITUTIONS  RECORDS,  1932—.    1  file  box. 

Roccrd  of  county  antre.nts  to  ponal  institutions,  shoeing  rames,  cause, 
foes,  fin^s,  and  dates.    No  index.      10  x  3  ::    9.    Clerk's  off. 

83.    DRAJN&CS  RECORDS,  1929—.    5  file  boxes. 
Record  of  county  drains,  severs    and  ditchos,  knowing  date  cleaned,  &nd 
names  of  persons  assessed  for  their  upkeep.    No  index.    10  x  5  x  12. 
Clerk's  off* 

See  also  entry  275. 

87.    Su?R5:3  A::D  COURT,  1924—.     1  file  box. 

Documents  pertaining  to  ponding  supreme  and  appellate  court  cases. 
No  index.    10  x  5  x  12.    Clerk's  off. 

83.    Ii>!DICT;.£::?  R2C0RDS,  13S2— .    6  vols.     (4-6,  and  5  vols,  not 
numoered). 

Record  of  indictments,  showing  State,  dependent,  cause  no,,  indictment, 
and  prosecuting  attorney's  name.    Arr.  chron.    Hdv7.  on  rp-inted  form. 
Condition  fair.    300  pp.    16  x  10  x  3.    5  vols.,  1862-88,  basement  stg. 
rm.j  3  vols.,  1839—,  clerk's  off. 

39.    RSCOCKlZP-flCS  BONDS,  1833—.    3  vols.  (l-3). 
Record  of  recognizance  bonds,  shoeing  State,  county,  defendant's,  oonds 
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Civil  r.Td  Oritthfal  Causes (continued) 

and  ~udgos  nar^f,  cause  no.,  amount  of  appcorance  bond,  d&to,  and  length 
of  tir.o.    Indexod  alpn.  by  name  of  defendant,    hdvu    275  pp.    14  r.  10  r.  2« 
Clork's  off. 

So3  also  untry  153. 

90.  yATUPALIZ'iTIO^  Ii;?E;.TIC..S,  1352-64,    1  vol. 

Accord  of  persons  filing  intentions  to  beoorae  naturalised  citizens  of 
U.  S.,  8 honing  d?te,  nano  of  court  ^  clerk's  nane,  r>ar.9  of  al5cn,  ar;o, 
native  country,  oribarknent  plcc>e,  arrival  place,  e&te-,  intentions, 
renunciation  of  nativo  land,  and  signature  of  alien*   Arr.  chron.  Hdw« 
150  pp.    14  x  3  x  li»  Clerk's  off. 

Court  Proof. o    v.- ■ 

(See  also  entrios  115-117) 

91.  EMTRY,  ISSUE  DOCKET,  FEE  BOOH,  1921—.    9  vols.  (28-36). 
Record  of  court  cases,  shov.'ing  litigants,  v/rits  issued  to  sncriff,  snd 
fees.    Indexed  alph.  by  name  cf  defendant.    Hdw.  '300  pp.    24  :■:  16  x  3. 
Clork's  off. 

92.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  CIVIL  AND  CRIiilKAL,  1396--.    9  vols. 
Record  of  cases  tried  before  a  -^udso,  shcv.'inT:  ncr.a^of  "olaintiff  and 
defendant,  date,  kind  of  case,  and  court  findings.    Arr.  enrcn.  Adr/. 
Condition  poor*  267  pp.    15  :•:  11  :•:  5.    7  vols.,  1696-1913,  bascrent  stg. 
r.~'»  |  Z  vols.,  1913--,  clerk's  off. 

93.  COURT  DOCKET  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1855—.    14  vols. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  the  court,  showing  case  no.,  na~o  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  parties,  action,  v/hen  filed,  pleadings,  sheriff's  return, 
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Civil  and  Criminal  Causes — C ourt  Proceedings (c  ontinuod ) 

and  proceedings  of  court*    Arr.  nurr.erico.lly  by  case  no.    Hdv:.  on  printed 
forr..    400  pp.    16  a  12  a  3.    6  vols.,  I85S-1890,  basement  stg.  m.; 
8  vols*.  1591—,  clerk's  off* 

94.  DBA.B1AGE  RECORDS,  1681—*    5  vols.  (1-5). 

Record  of  repair  and  upkeep  of  drainage  ditcncs,  shelving  date,  court 
orders,  approved  assessment,  drains  go  cpnanissioxier's.  report,  stations, 
deptn  of  cut,  and  no.  cubic  yards.    Indexed  alpn.  by  nam3  of  property 
ov.nor.    135-1909,  hdv;.;  1510—,  type4«    300  pp.    13  x  12  x  5.  Clerk's 
off. 

95.  JUDG-WT  DOCKET,  1533—.    7  vols.     (2,  and  6  vols,  not  numbered). 
Record  of  persons  against  whom  judgment  is  rendered,  showing  name,  firm, 
date,  caso  no.,  parties,  date  of  judgment,  amount,  and  receipt  of 
satisfaction.    Arr.  enron.    Hdw.  on  printod  form.    300  pp.    16  x  10  ;-:  3. 

3  vols.,  1333-1676,  oasen.ont  stg.  rn.;  4  vols.,  1877 — ,  clerk's  off. 

96.  COMPLETE  RECORD  300L,  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1834-1850.    8  vols.  (1-3). 
Record  of  all  cases  tried  in  probate  and  circuit  court,  showing  cause, 
k:r.d  of  action,  parties  in  action,  clerk's  f-'ios,  and  r  j  r.  -  ?.  p- s .  Indexed 
alpn.  by  name  of  dofandant.    Hdv.'.    400  pp.    24  x  16  x  3.    Clerk's  off. 

Exocutl  one 

(5oo  also  entrios  148-159) 

97.  EXECUTION  DOCKET- CIRCUIT  COURT,  1834— «    12  vols.     (1-3,  1-7,  9-10). 
Vol.  8,  1904-9,  missing. 

Record  of  orders  from  court  to  execute  judgments,  ciiov/ing  executions, 
issue  dato,  no.,  date  of  judgment,  order  book,  judgment  dockot,  fee  book. 
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Civil  and  Crimal  "cusos- -Exocuti ons (continued) 

niTi  of  plaintiff  end  defendant,  ar.ount  of  judgment,  and  costs,  date  issued 
to  shoriff,  and  sheriff's  return  on  v;rit.  Arr.  alph.  by  nans  of  plaintiff* 
1S34-I922,  hdw.;  1922'—,  typed*    300  pp.    18  x  12  x  3.    Clerk1  s  off. 

98.  EXECUTIONS^  1927—.    1  file  box. 

Papers  pertaining  to  court  cases,  which  ha  ire  been  duly  tried  and  oxecuted, 
showing  date?,  foes,  najnes  of  all  parties,  and  r"\varks.    Arr.  chron. 
10  *  5  x  12.    Clerk's  off. 

99.  SHERIFF'S  SALES ,  1930—.    1  file  box. 

Documents  pertaining  to  sale  of  proporty  by  sheriff,  showing  dates, 
names  of  oil  parties,  fees,  and  remarks.    Mo  index.    10  x  15  x  12. 
Clerk's  off. 

For  sheriff's  deeds,  sea  entry  124. 

100.  RLD^TIOX  ESCORDj  1879-1881.    2  vols.  (l-l). 

Rocord  of  people  v:no  hnve  recovered  real  estate  by  judgment,  showing  ar.ount 
of  property,  location,  persons,  and  dates,    Arr.  chron.    hdv;.    300  pp. 
18  :■:  12  x  2.    Clerk's  off. 

101.  SUPPORT  DOCKSTj  1916—.    1  vol. 

Eacord  of  money  paid  through  county  clerk  on  a  court  order  for  family 
support,  showing  parties  involved,  case  no.,  court  order  date,  court, 
judgment  docket,  page,  dat<^  ar.ount  received,  from.  Whom,  disbursement 
date*  amount  and  clerk's  name.    Indoxed  alrh.  bv  name  of  olainxiff.  Hchv. 
300  pp.    16  x  12  x  1.    Clerk's  off. 

Fee  and  Casn  Records 

102.  REGISTER  OF  FEES  AkD  FUUDS  HELD  Ir,  TRUST,  1913—.    2  vols.  (1-2)  • 


Foe  rnd  Cash  Records  (continued) 


Record  of  fees  r\nd  funds  hold  in  trust,  showing  date,  from  whom  received, 
arount  received,  title  of  cause j  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  case 
no,,  record,  Irind,  casn  book,  not  and  page,  amount  ror.-;ived,  date, 
amount  of  disbursement,  and  name  of  depository.    Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
payor.    H£w.    400  pp.    18  x  12  x  5.    Clerk's  off. 

103.  CIVIL  FE2  BOOK,  1357-1921.    25  vols.     (2-7,  3-0,  9-14,  and 

12  vols,  not  numbered). 
P.ecord  of  fees,  showing  none,  offense,  amount, and  date.    Indexed  alpha 
by  name  of  payer.    Hdw.  on  printed  forn,    500  pp.    24  x  16  x  3.  Clerk's 
cff. 

104.  T£Z  330X,  CRIMUlAL,  18(37—.    7  vrls.    (2,  5,  4-5,  8-10}  Vols. 
1,  prior  to  1367;  vols.  3,  1369-72;  vols.  5-7^  19C3-3,  uiissing. 

Criminal  fee  book,  shov/inc  plaintiff's  and  defendant's  ns? me z ,  deto, 
court  findings,  fees  charged,  and  fees  collected.    Indexed  alpn.  by  nana 
of  dofendant.    Hdw.    500  pp.    24  x  16  x  3.    Clerk's  off. 

Probate  Causes 
(Seo  also  entry  120) 

105.  ?»CK:TZ  (DISPOCIJD),  1870— .    461  file  boxos. 

Papers  pertaining  to  canceled  probate  ac\Rr.R,  ■hawing  cas?  r.o,  kind,  estate, 
nan?  of  adninistrator,  oxecutor,  and  deceased,  inventories  of  estates, 
heirs,  properties,  and  final  execution.    5  x  5  x  11.    441  filo  boxes, 
1570-32,  basenont  str.  rn.;  20  f 5 le  boxes,  1932 — ,  clerk's  off# 

103,    ^HI^fsralTORS,  1913—.    19  file  boxes. 
Administrator's  documents,  bonds,  oaths,  and  papers  pertaining  to 
administration  of  estates.    Arr*  alpha  by  title  of  estate.    10  x  5  x  9. 
Clerk's  off. 
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Probate  Causes (continued) 

107.  GiLiRDIAi:  SHI  PS,  1324—.    13  file  boxes. 

Docus3.nts  pertaining  to  guardianships ,  showing  nar.es  of  jpiardiana, 
wards,  amount,  and  kind  of  ostato «  Arr.  alpn.  by  title  of  estate. 
10  x  5  x  12.    Clerk's  off. 

108.  ".'."ILLS  PROBATED,  1921—.    2  file  boxes. 

".'.'ills  which  have  boon  probated  ard  recorded,  showing  r.s.v.o  of  deceased,  date 
of  death,  and  filing  and  provisions  of  will*    Arr.  alph.  by  namo  of 
deceased*    10  x  5  x  12.    Clerk's  off. 
See  also  entry  128. 

109.  p&flSCRIPTS  EROM  JUDGES  0?  FRONTS  COURT  RECORDS,  1926— « 

1  file  box. 

Transcripts  from,  records  of  the  judges  of  probste  court,  showing  case 
no.,  parties  to  action,  dato,  and  decisions.    No  indox.    10  x  5  x  9. 
Clork's  off. 

110.  ADL^TOTRATOR'S  30.. DS^  1852— •    4  vols.  (l-4). 

kccord  of  administrator's  bonds,  showing  amount,  partios  involved,  date, 
Basse  of  doceasod,  data,  and  signature  of  administrator,  bondsmen,  and 
clerk.    Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  administrator*    Hdw.    535  pp.    13  x 
10  x  3.    Clork's  off. 

111.  GUARDIAN^  30::DC,  1847—.    8  vols.     (A-3,  1-2,  1,  1,  1,  1'. 
Record  of  bonds  of  guardians,  showing  nane  of  guardians,,  wards,  and 
bond  sr.  en,,  anount  of  bond,  and  dato.    Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  gucrdian. 
300  pp.    13  x  12  x  2.    Clerk's  off. 


ourt 


probato  Caui^o (continued) 

112,    GIERDIAJKI'S  REPORT,  PROBATE,  18Y1-.    5  vols.     (1-4,  3l). 
Record  of  guardian's  report   cf  court,  showing  court  tarn,  date^nariO  of 
guardian    and  estate,  amount  cf  guardian's  claims  and  credits,  balance, 
date  recorded,  and  clerk's  signature*    Indexed  alpn.  by  name  of  guardian. 
1871-1934,  hdr.j  1935—,  typed.    550  pp.    24  :•:  15  ::  3.    Clerk'.?  off. 

313.    INVENTORY  RECORD,  PROBATE  COURT,  1853—.    8  vols.  (l-S). 
Record  of  inventory  of  property  of  ostctos  probotod,  showing  nar.o  of 
estate,  appraiser,  description  of  property,  value,  property  taken  by 
widow,  debtors,  no.  of  clain,  kind,  dato,  rate  end  dato  interest  bo  ran., 
dato  of  credits,  and  amount  of  credits.    Inde::sd  alpn.  by  noma  of  estate. 
Haw.  on  printed  fore.    575  pp.    24  x  13  :•:  3.    Clark's  off. 

114.  SALE  3ILL  RECORD,  1847-1S30.    7  vols,     (l,  1-2,  2-4). 
Pecord.sale  of  personal  property  of  octatas^by  udninistrat-rs,  .  shoeing 
by  whom,  sold,  name,  address,  date  of  auction,  nana  of  article,  to  wham 
sold,  cash  or  suroty,  and  inventory  no.    Indexed  alp.":#  by  name  of  estate. 
Hdv;.  on  printod  form.    520  pp.    18  ::  12  x  3.    Clerk's  off. 

firooeedings       Vrolnta  Cause 

Ucu  also  entries  91-90,  118-119). 

115.  ENTRY,  CIABS  ,AND  ALLDV&NCE  DQCKE?,  AND  FEE  BOOK,  1881—. 
12  vols.     (1-2,  4-13). 

Record  of  entries,  clains  and  allowances,  showing  names,  costs,  estate 
no.,  date,  name  of  docoased,  ad'iinistrator,  or  executor,  address,  amount 
of  bond,  none  of  sureties,  address,  date  of  death  of  docoased,  inventory 
of  appraisers,  bills  of  sola,  -.vills,  and  r.icoellaneous  references.  Indexed 
alpn.  by  nana  of  deceased.    Edw.    300  pp.    18  x  12  x  3.    Clerk's  off. 


Probate  Causes — ?~o-;-;:,'r.:v;r  '.'i  .     ..  r,o  (continued^ 

116-21Y.    GSfitoltlftfiff  DOCKS?  Sft3f3  PS  3  BOOK,  1031--,    4  vols.  (l-4-). 
Record  of  guardianship  cases,  shoeing  amount  of  feos,  gftrnej  easo  no., 
nano  of  wards,  an&sh4¥0  date  of  birth,  a^o,  d<\to  of  lottors,  o.v.ount  of 
bond,  address  of  sureties^  inventories,  appointments,  appraisers  name, 
issues,  court  proceedings,  clerk's  feos,  itemized  balonco  in  trust,  erdor 
boo!:,  page  no.,  length*  0?  or.try,  report,  and  totr.l  fees,    tndosced  alph« 
by  none  of  v.ard.    ?'dv:4    235  pp,    2^  r.  16  ::  3.    Clerk's  off. 


V    CO^OJT  PLEAS  COURT 


Tho  common  Ipleas  court  was  established  by  an  act  of  1552.  (Ace 
1852.)    The  judges  T.'ere  elecced  at;  r ovular  elections  i'or  tome  of 
four  ye&rs.    Tne  inception  date  of  ibis  court  in  Spencer  County  is 
1655.    because  of  the  inadequacies  of  this  court,  it  was  abolished  b 
an  act  of  1873.    The  jurisdiction  v;as  transferred  to  the  Cirouit 
Court.     (Acos  1873,  ch.  29,  p.  87.)    All  records  of  this  office  are 
located  in  the  oourthouso  unless  othor.vise  stated. 

Tho  oomon  pleas  oourt  had  jurisdiction  in  natters  relating  to 
probate  of  wills;  appointment  of  guardians  of  persons  of  unsound 
mind,  and  other  legal  disabilities;  on  matters  relating  to  executors 
and  administrators;  civil  matters  from  fifty  to  one  thousand  dollars 
except  cases  of  slandor,  libel,  broach  of  marriage  contract,  action 
official  bond,  or  whore  the  title  of  real  estate  shall  bo  in  issuo; 
and  criminal  jurisdiction  in  cases  which  are  not  felonies  anc  which 
are  not  triable  by  a  justice  of  tho  peace.    (Acts  1852.) 

Court  Proceedings 
(See  also  ontrios  91-96,  115-117) 

118.    COURT  DCCK2T,  COURT  OF  COLSTON  PLEAS,  1853-1892.    5  vols. 
(1  and  4  vols,  not  numbered) 
Record  of  proceedings  of  court  of  common  pleas,  showing  names  of 
attorneys  and  parties  to  action,  pleadings,  case  no.,  when  filed, 
sheriff's  return,  court  proceedings,  plaintiff's  witnesses,  cost, 
defendant's  witnesses,  and  cost.    Arranged    numerically  by  case 
no.    Kdw.    350  pp.T18  x  12  x  3.    Easement  stg.  rm. 


Com-  on  Pleas  Court 
C>  irt  Proceedings 

119.  ORDER  BOOK,  COURT  OF  COKKOJN  PLEAS,  1852-73.    3  vols.  (1-3). 
Record  of  all  oivil,  criminal,  and  probata  cases,  showing  names  of 
porsons  and  attorneys,  und  all  particulars,    Indoxod  alph.  byname 

of  defendant.    Hdvr.    530  pp.  2*1  x  13  x  3.    Clerk's  off. 

Proceedings  in  Probate  Court 

120.  ADMINISTRATOR;^.!)  EXECUTORS  REPORTS,  COURT  0?  CO-ilOii  PL2AS, 
1871-02.    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Record  of  reports  of  executors  and  administrators  of  estates,  showing 
date,  names,  receipts,  disbursements,  dates,  -saxes,  credits,  balances, 
and  date  recorded.    Indexed  alph.  by  namo  of  ward*    Rdw.    5S0  pp. 
24  x  15  x  3.    Clerk's  off. 

Fee  and  Casn  Records 

121.  FEE  BOOK,  COMMON  PLEAS,  1353-1377.    8  vols.  (1-3). 
Record  of  fees  and  charges  for  services  rendered,  she/ring  case  no, 
kind  of  caso,  porsons  involved,  amount,  and  date  of  fee.  Indexed 

alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  printed  form.  630  pp.  24  x  16  x  3. 
Clerk's  off. 


VI  RECORDER 


The  recorder  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  a  four-year 
tern.    Eo  is  nominated  in  tho  primary  and  elected  in  the  regular  election, 
and  is  not  eligible  to  hold  offico  for  moro  than  eight  yonrc  in  any 
"tnvelvc-yoar  poriod  (Indiana  Const.,  Art.  6,  Soc.  2;  1  Rev.  Stat.  1C52; 
Acta  1901;  Burns,  1933  Stat.,  40-3201).    The  incoption  date  of  this 
offico  in  Sp oncer  County  is  1818. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  recorder  to  enter  upon  the  bool:s  of  his 
offico  a-c  the  time  they  are  executed,  all  satisfactions,  cancelations, 
and  assignments,  of  whatever  kinds,  attest  tho  release  of  mortgages, 
loasos,  or  other  instruments  required  by  law  to  bo  recorded,  record 
every  conveyance  or  othor  instrument  entitled  and  required  by  law  to 
bo  recorded,  to  keep  special  records  of  cemetery  deeds,  cometery 
associations,  farm  names,  chattel  mortgagos,  and  miscellaneous  in- 
struments,    (l  Indiana  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1855,  1875  Speoial  Session, 
1905,  1913,  1919,  1925,  1927,  and  1931;  Burns,  1933  Stat.,  49-3205  to 
49-3235.) 

Deeds,  Htles  and  Grants 

122.    DEED  RECORD,  1318—.    35  vols.  (1-33,  A-E). 
Rocord  of  real  estate  deeds  sharping  date,  grantor,  grantee,  description 
of  property,  and  sale  price.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  grantors;  see 
also  entry  123.    1818-1906,  hdv;.;  1207—,  typed.    535  pp.     24  x  IS  x  5. 
Recorder's  off. 


ooruor 

ods,  Titles  and  Grants 

123.  DEED  INDEX, "  1818—.    28  vols-    (2  sets,  1-14).  1  sot 
subtitled  Grantor;  one,  Grantee. 

Index  to  entry  122,  arranged  by  grantor 'iand  grantee,  showing  names  of 
principals,  kind  of  deeds,  dato,  consideration,  description  of  property, 
location,  and  vol.  and  pp.  of  record.    Arr.  alph.  by  namos  of  grantors 
and  grantees.    Hdw.    400  pp.  24  x  13  x  3.    Recorder's  off. 

124.  SHERIFF'S  DE2D  RECORD,  13C7  — .     5  vols.     (1,  1-4). 
Record  of  deeds  conveying  property  sold  by  choriff,  shoving  date  of 
salo,  date  of  court  order,  amount  realized,  costs  and  fees,  former 
owner  and  buyer,  and  description  and  location  of  property.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  purchasers.    Hdw.  on  printed  form.    443  pp»    24  x  18  x 
Roc order* s  off. 

For  sales  record,  see  entry  99» 

125.  CE2.1ETSRY  DEED  RECORD,  1925—.     1  vol. 

Record  of  burial  lots  purchased,  shoeing  date,  amount  paid,  purchaser, 
description  and  location  of  lot.    Indexed  alph.  by  purchasers  names. 
Typed.    5S5  pp.    24  x  18  x  3.    Recorder's  off. 

For  earlier  records,  see  entry  122. 

126.  ABSTRACT  BOOS,  (ORIGINAL),  1803-97.  1  vol. 

Record  of  lots  and  lands  from  date  of  original  entry,  shoeing  des- 
cription and  location  of  property,  and  name  of  original  ovraer.  Arr. 
chron.    Hdw*  on  printed  form.    SSO  pp.    24  x  13  x  5.    Recorder's  off. 


Recorder 


Deeds' ,  Titles  and  Grants 

J.—  '  •  oJlL— i  ..'—.uU.-J,    J-  CQi™"  •      o    .  OJL  C  •  ^j.-C^* 

Certificate  of  purchase  of  property  cold  to  satisfy  delinquent  tax 
claims,  shovrinr  name  of  or:.":'ral  owner,  name  of  tax  title  purchaser, 
description  ar.i  location  or  proyerty,  and  ar.ount  ~cLC    Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  delir.cuer.tc .    lc 62-1907,  iv.lv:. ;  1900  — ,  typed.     475  pp. 
2d  :;  IE  x  2.    Recorder's  off. 

^ c g  a —go  entry  20i  . 

"I  O  P          Fi.'T/T*    r  T*l"'.    7I<5      :"*T1  7  o     HIT1    ClTjn7l»TWO       T  r  »r  T  ^ 

_ -  c_  •      OUi   '  U  1  ,    ••  -~>   i   .  .   ,    JL  w  J  '  — —  •      <j    •  O_o  •    v.  j.      y  • 

r.ccord  of  wills,  certificates  cf  probate  of  wills,  administrators 
dcodc ,  partitions  cf  real  estate,  and  commissioners '  reports*  Indexed 
alph*  by  nc-v.es  of  principals.    ddv:.    335  pp.  2d  ::  1C  ;:  3 .  Recorder's 

_  r*r> 

Joe  also  entry  10C. 

Lortr.&nes  and  Releases 


123.  Mortgage  ueoosd,  ic~::~.   co  vols.  (i-so). 

Heal  ectate  r.ort  raros ,  showing  date,  description  of  property,  and 
amount  cf  mortgages  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  mortgagor;  ggc  aleo 
entry  130.  1C4C-1903,  hdw.j  1007—.  tjtped.  575  pp.  2d  x  1£  x  3. 
Me c order ' g  off. 

?or  earlier  records,  sec  entry  122. 
130.    K022CAGE  I3CDS2,  L0KTGAG0R  AID  LIOKTGAGi.il,  1323  —  .     2:  vol; 
(2  sets,  i— j.'-). 


P.cc  order 

I  ortpapes  and  lielaases —  I .cal  I.st a'c o  ( continued ) 

General  indorc  to  entry  120,  shof/Ilic  r.ort^ce  and  r.^rtpapor,.  kind  of 
lh%tr€c3ent-,  date,  amount",  description  of  property,  dates  of  recording, 
satisfaction,  vol.  and  pp.  of  record.    Arr.  alph.  by  hones  of  r.ortpapee: 
and  7.:ortpapors.    ITdv.'.     500  pp.  24      11  Pccordcr's  off. 

Chattels' 


151.     fcllA3?T2i  :  OMCAGSS,  1002  — .     10  vols.  (A-S). 
Records  showing  nar.es  of  mortgagee  and  mortgagor,  late,  description 
and  location  of  property,  amount  of  loan,  and  duration  of  mortgage* 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagees  and  nortg  gorsj  sec  also  entry  152. 
1002-07,  hdw.j  190C--,  typedl    500  pp.  2d  x  12      2.    Recorder's  off. 
z  or  car_icr  rccor..s ,  sec  entry  —  2  .  • 

Tr*o  ifir  *    "  * '  i — \  *~  »  f  ~  •     ~r  •  - — \  i  '  *        TO"!1"-  T  '         r»  \ 

v  £ijj  .     - — Li    J  i — U,    XuXC  .      o  VO_S» 

General  index  to  entry  121,  showing  nar.es  of  nortparco  and  r.ortpapor, 
vol.  and  "nr.*  cf  record.     2nde::ci  alpha  by  name  of  nortranor.  Pi'.v. 
520  pp.  2d  x  12  x  5 *    Pccordcr's  off. 

2chool  Funds 


s^ec  also  entries  200-21C) 

155.     oC...>.d_  P...^>  _.> — _  A0H3 ,  iCc^-- •     t  vo..s.  '^1—  8)« 
f.ecord  of  mortgages  securing  school  fund  loans,  showing  date,  name  cf 
mortgagor,  description  of  property,  amount  and  terra  of  loan.  Indexed 
alph.  by  nav.es  of  mortgagees.    125: -1005,  hdw. ;  1906—,  typed-    502  pp, 
24  x  15  ::  5.    Recorder's  off. 


heristcr  or  Lefcal  Instruments 


igi.  ihh^coHD,  ioigt-.   i  vol. 

Register  of  farm  nar.es,  record e  1  Per  the  purpose  of  identifying  farr.:, 
shewing  name  of  owner,  and  name  and  description  of  farm*  Indexed 
alp!:,  by  owner's  nemos.    Edw.    400  pp.  24  ::  1G  x  G.    Recorder's  off. 

155.     GIL  AID  GAS  L^hGd  HECOPJ),  192C-- .    4  vols.  (l-4). 
Record  -,f  leasee  and  contracts  between  landowners  and  prospectors  leas- 
ing    land  for  the  purpose  of  drilling  or  dip^in^  f°r  CAZ ,  oil,  or  othe: 
natural  resources,  showing  both  principals  to  lease,  description  and 
location  of  lands  leased,  duration  of  lease,  and  per  centur.  to  lessor  of 
products  realized.    Inde::ed  alph.  by  nar.es  of  lessors.    Typed  on 
printed  forms.    GGG  pp.  24  :•:  16  ::  G.    Recorder's  off. 

1GG.    PdGCOPD  C?  IDillTUSES,  1C34-1909.    2  vols.  fl-2). 
Agreements  of  township  trustees  with  citizens  who  wish  to  care  for 
minor  orphans,  showing  date,  name  of  citizen,  name  of  orphan,  agreement 
to  properly  educate,  clothe,  and  hoard  the  orphan  until  maturity, 


signature  of  contracting  part;-,  arid  trustee's  atJ 


Indexed  alpli. 


■'    ames  o_  or u..ans. 


Agreement  between  landowners'  and  Indiana  llineral  Railway  Go.,  in  which 
for  a  consideration  the  landowner  grants  the  railway  company  exclusive 
rights  to  all  oils,  r.ircral,  ores,  or  ether  natural  resources  found  upoi 
such  lands.    Arr,«  chron.    Hdw.  en  printed  form*    200  pp.  2d-  ::  12  x  1^. 
Recorder's  off. 

Record  of  forest  lands  reported  bv  owners  to  Gtate  department  of 


-v.0  C  01"u.Cr 

Register  •  of  Re  pal  Instruments  ( c ontinued ) 

conservation,  showing  ownerts  description  of  lends,  surveyor's  report , 
and  forester's  report.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  owners.    lifts* "bn 
printed  form.    2 CO  pp.  10  x  24  :•:  2.    Recorder's  off. 

XOJt      l2ul*>s>Jt+ti\   .-U.J,   LaCCt      1  vol. 

Record  of  inheritance  or  transfer  tare  due  t:.o  State,  showing  cause  no., 
date,  name  of  executor,  title  of  estate,  narres  of  heirs,  amount  due, 
and  description  of  property  taxed.    ::o  index.    Typed.    300  pp.  1C  ::  10  ::  1, 
Recorder's  off. 

Ror  later  records,  sec  entry  115. 

Ub~.  m:Y  aid  itavy  discharge  rr-cord,  1925—.   1  vol. 

Record  showing  name  of  veteran,  ape,  residence,  occupation,  enlistment 
and  disclrrpe,  rccir.ent,  and  ranx.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  veterans. 
Typed  on  printed  forr..    GOO  pp.  2d  x  12  x  0.    Recordor's  off. 

for  other  records,  see  also  entries  00,  i-11. 
141  •    C  ...        .S.u  .\;.J  1/j.OC. lARGES,  1CG5-C5.     1  vol. 
Record  of  Oivil  V/ar  veterans,  sRov/in£  date,  name,  ran1:,  command,  and 
date  of  discharge.    Indexed  alph.  by  najr.es  of  veterans.    Rdvr.  on  printed 
form.    070  pp.  16  x  12  x  1.    Recorder's  off. 

See  also  entries  30,  140. 

Uiscellancous  Records 

142.    RISC2LRA  0US  -i.Cu.jo,  i.o^o——.    l<j  vo^.s.  (l—loyi. 

Records  of  right  of  v:ay,  leases,  v.'ills,  agreements ,  stccRRolders  meetings, 
amy  dissRarm.s,  articles  of  association,  and  incorporation.  Indexed 
alpR.  by  nariQs  of  principals;  sec  also  entry  145.    1235-19CG,  hdvs. ; 
1307 — ,  typed.     530  pp.  21-  x  13  x  5.     Recorder's  off. 


Recorder 

Miscellaneous   I.ccords(  continued) 

145.    !:ZSCELLA:iCUS  IlDiZ,  ICCc  — .     4  vole.  (1-4). 
General  index  tc  entry  142,  showing  names  of  principal^,  kind  of 
instrur.ont ,  date,  corisiaer'ation,  vol.,  pp.*  and  rerarlcs.    l.cr.r,  on 
printed  fom.     500  pp.  24  ::  IE      5.     ::cco;\lcr'.:  off. 

Pec  and  Cash  Doqics 

ld4.  fee  Ain)  case  book,  i9io— .   3  vols. 

Pxcord  shewing  date,  .no.  of  instrument,  payer,  kind  of  instrument,  and 
fees.     '.TV,  chron.    T&vr*  en  printed  Peru.    525  pp.  24  ::  12  :■:  2. 
Fx c order 1 3  off. 

145.    E13TRY  AMD  FEE  IOC",  19IR-- .    5  vols. 
Record  of  all  trans act ions  from  which  fees  ttere  collected,  Showing 
number,  date  of  entry,  pr '.  .c:  "a?.s ,  l:*nd  of  instrument ,  date,  a:,  cunt 
of  cor.sidorr.ticr.,  record;  rp.  ar.d  vol.,  and  costs.    Arr'i  numerically'. 
Edwi  on  printed  forr..    8&0~pp.  24      12  ::  3.  "Recorder 1 s  of:. 

T    Cs        PT  AT  Efx'W  -  1  '  1  P   ••*  -r/O  f      M  _ ~  1    "  *■ 

X        •        x  jjJl!     J         -   j     —  -  —  O        •        O    V  OX  o  .     ^  A— u  ^  • 

Political  naps  of  Sronoer  County,  showing  cities,  tcr.'/ns,  additions, 
lots  end  owners,  and  plats,  together  with  paragraphed  descriptions  of 
same.    Indexed  by  names  of  ownejrs.    1  CI 8 -1907,  hdw. ,  1908  — ,  typed. 
200  pp.  24  ::  1C  ::  2.    Recorder's  off. 

147.    TRAGI  BOOK  RECORDS ?  1C0C-S0.    2  vols. 
Records  of  criminal  grants  of  lands  in  Spencer  County,  showing  lescript- 
ion  of  lends  by  acreage,  section,  twp.  and  range,  name  of  owner,  and 
date  of  purchase;  all  tracts  completed  in  1860.    No  index.    Ildw.  on 
printed  form.- 


VII  SHERIFF 

Tho  sheriff  is  a  constitutional  officer  chosen  for  a  four-year 
period  and  is  not  eligible  to  hold  office  more  than  four  years  in  any 
period  of  six  years.     Ho  is  a  political  officer,  nominated  by  primary 
and  olected  in  the  regular  election.     He  must  give  bond  for  five  thousand 
dollars.     (2  Ind.  F:ev.  Stat.  1352;  Sec.  49-2801,  Burns'   Ind.  Stat.  Ann. 
1933.)    The  inception  date  of  this  offico  in  Spencer  County  is  1818. 
All  of  the  records  of  this  offico  are  located  in  the  courthouse  unless 
otherwise  stated. 

The  sheriff  arrests  without  process  all  persons  v/r.o,  within  his 
view,  eorrait  any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  delivers  them  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Spencer  County  and  holds  them  in  his  custody  until  the 
cause  of  such  arrest  has  been  investigat ad;  pursues  and  commits  to  jail 
all  Melons;  and  executes  all  process  directed  to  him  by  le^al  authority. 
It  is  his  duty  also  to  protect  persons  in  danger  from  mobs  and  possible 
lynchings.     (2  Ind.  Rev.  Stat.,  1652;  Sec.  49-2802  to  4S-2B0S,  Burns' 
Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933.) 


Execution  and  Reports 
(see  also  enteries  £7-101) 


143.    ASSAULT  IND  PATTZRY  WARRANTS,  1916—.  2  file  boxes. 

Sheriff's  warrants  for  arrest,  showing  dat6,  name  of  person  involved, 
and  case  no.    Arr.  chron.     11  x  6x4.  Basement. 

149.     SSARCF  TvARRANT,  1917—.     2  file  boxes. 
Sheriff's  warrants  to  search  hores,  showing  date,  name,  address,  des- 
cription, and  remarks.    Arr.  chron.     11  x  6  x  4.  Basement. 


Sheriff 

Execution  and  Reports ( continued) 

150.    SUBPOENA,  1901—.    2  file  boxes. 
Summons  to  appear  in  court,  showing  date,  name,  appearance,  and  case 
number.    Arr.  ohron.     11  :■:  ox  4.  Baser.ent. 

151.  Y.RI7S,  1919—.     1  file  bo:c. 

Miscellaneous  •writs,  showing  date,  name  of  -erson  involved,  kind  of  case 
dato,  and  place  of  trial.     Arr.  chron.     II  x  6  x  4.    Baser.er.t . 

152.  C0?.TSSiT?r";'MT  AFFIDAVIT  FCR3::FETY  OF  PEACE,  1922—.     1  file  box 
Agreement  affidavits  for  peace  bond,  showing  date,  name  of  defendant, 
plaintiff,  bondsman,  court,  and  amount  of  bond.    Arr.  chron.     11  x-6  x  4 
Basement. 

153.  RECOGNIZANCE  BOND,  1911—.     2  file  bo::<3S. 
Recognizanco  bond  of  parties  released,  showing  date,  name,  address, 

Idnd  of  case,  no.,  and  court.    Arr.  chrcn.     11  x  6x4.  Basement. 
See  also  entry  89. 

154.  APPEAL  BOND,  1914  —  .     2  file  boxes. 

Appoal  bonds  to  a  higher  court,  showing  dato,  names  of  appellant,  bonds- 
can,  judges,    and  amount  of  bond.    Arr.  chrcn.    11  x  6  x  4.  Basement. 

155.  C  CM  PLAINT  FOR  PC33S~,SICM  AND  DAT1A.GES,  1920—.     2  file  boxes. 
Suit  for  possession  and  damages,  showing  date,  name  of  tenant,  address, 
description  of  property,  amount  of  namage,  and  date  to  vacate.  Arr. 
chron.     11  x  6  x  4.  basement. 

156.  JA rL  RECORDS,  1911--.     1  vol. 

Record  of  incarc  )ration,  showing  name,  address,  age,  sex,  birth,  dato 
received,  discharged,  awaiting  trial,  serving  sontenco,  total  days,  and 
cost  of  board.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    400  pp.  16  x  12  x  2.     Sheriff's  off* 


Sheriff 

Execution  and  Reports ( continued) 

157.  RECORD  BOCK,  1637—,     1  vol.  ' 

Record  of  expenditures  for  the  sheriff,  showing  date,  cost  of  cleaning 
jail,  laundry,  repairs,  prisoners,  extra  hire.    Arr.  chron.  '  Hdv;.    400  pp. 
16  x  12  x  2.     Sheriff's  off. 

158.  NOTICE  TO  QUIT  PROPERTY,  1915—.     1  file  box. 

Notices  to  vacate,  showing  name  of  tenant,  owner,  sheriff,  date  to  vacate, 
and  reason.    Arr.  chron.,   11  x  6  x  4.  Basement. 

159.  RETURN  OF  FUGITIVES,  1921—.     1  file  box. 

Return  of  fugitives  escaped  from  jail  or  institutions,  showing  name, 
date  escaped,  returned,  nature  of  violation,  and  additional  time  to  serve. 
Arr.  chron.     16  x  12  :■:  5.    Auditor's  off. 

Fee  and  Cash  Records 

150.  FEE  AND  CASH  BOO",  1920—.     2  vols,  (l,  1). 

Record  of  fees  and  cash  received  by  the  sheriff,  showing  case  no.,  name 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  naturo  of  writ,  date  received,  serviced,  re- 
turned, mileage,  cost,  r.ate  of  payment,  and  quietus.     .s.rr.  by  case  no. 
Hdw.  on  printed  form.    5  00  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.     Sheriff's  off. 

151.  REGISTER  OF  3HER"FF'3  COSTS,  1S21— .     5  xols.  (l,  1,  5-7,  7). 
Record  of  the  sheriff's  costs,  showing  case  number,  name  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  naturo  of  writ,  date  received,  date  served,  returned,  mileage, 
total  cost,  and  date  of  payment.    Arr.  chron.    rid?;,  on  printed  form* 

400  pp.  IS  x  12  x  2-i-.     Clerk's  off. 


VIII.  CQR0H3R 
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The  coroner  is  a  constitutional  officer,  cleoted  for  two  years, 
without  restriction  on  re-election.    He  is  required  to  post  a  five 
thousand  dollar  bond  to  insuro  the  faithful  porf ormanco  of  his  dutios. 
The  office  of  coroner  was  in  oxistence  before  1351  by  virtue  of  the 
Constitution  of  1316.     (Indiana  Const.,  1316,  art  4,  sec.  25;  Acts 
1616,  ch.  13,  sec.  lj  Indiana  Const.  1551,  art.  6,  sec.  2.)  The 
inception  date  of  this  office  in  Spencer  County  is  1318. 

™he  coroner  is  required  to  investigate  deaths  by  violence,  by 
accident,  and  by  suspicious  means,  and  to  determine  the  cause  and 
manner  of  doath.    He  holds  inquests  without  a  jury  and  nay  subpoena 
witnesses  and  omploy  a  physician  to  make  a  postmortem  examination, 
filing  his  report  and  verdict  with  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court. 
Ho  is  a  peace  off icor  with  the  same  powors  as  the  shoriff,  and  acts  as 
shoriff  in  cases  of  absence,  vacancy,  inborost,  or  incapacity,  and 
servos  warrants  on  the  shoriff  if  necessary.    (2  Indiana  Rev.  Stat. 
1352;  Acts  1871,  1879  Spocial  Secsi'n,  and  1933;  Eurns'  Ind.  Stat. 
Ann.  1933,  49-2901  to  49-2914.) 

162.    CCROHZR'S  VERDICTS,  f§27— •    5  bundles. 
Coroner Ts  doath  verdicts,  showing  date  of  death,  cause,  and  age. 
Arr.  chronologically.    14  x  3  x  4.    Clerk's  off. 


IX  AUDITOR 

The  auditor  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  four -year 
term.    No  person  can  hold  office  for  more  than  frvro  consecutive  terms- 
he  is  required  to  post  bond  in  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  cellar  . 
(ind'ar.a  Ccnct . ,  art*  6,  sex.  2;  2urns  *  Ir.d.  Stat*  £nn»  1033,  49-3003.) 
The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Spencer  County  is  1641 • 

T;.is  office  is  tho  center  of  county  administration.  Financial 
affairs  are  transacted  through  it  and  here  the  records  of  county 
business  are  preserved. 

The  auditor's  principal  functions  are  four-fold;  As  a  county 
"controller",  he  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  county  end  issues  warrants 
for  all  claims  approved  by  the  commissioners,    Ex-officio  he  acts  as 
clerk  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  the  county  council,  and  the  board 
of  tax  adjustment,  and  as  secretary  to  the  board  of  finance  and  the 
board  of  review.    As  a  tax  officer,  he  prepares  the  official  tax 
duplicates,  serves  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  reviev;  as  v.rell  as  its 
secretary,  and  certifies  to  the  treasurer  the  amount  of  taxes  due 
from  banks.    As  budget  officer,  he  compiles  estiiiates  made  to  him  by 
each  county  agency  and  submits  them  to  the  county  council, 

— inor  routine  duties  are  keeping  a  land  transfer  record  book; 
managing  the  common  school  fund,  the  Congressional  township  school 
fund,  and  apportioning  semi-annually  the  interest  of  these  funds  to  the 
school  corporations;  preparing  the  ditch  duplicate  covering  assessments 
for  construction  or  repair  of  ditches  and  drains;  issuing  peddlers' 


Auditor 

licenses  and  public  warehouse  permits;  acknowledging  deeds  and  mort- 
gages executed  for  the  security  of  trust  funds;  approving  bones  of 
township  trustees;  advertising  and  selling  bonds;  delivering  election 
supplies  to  election  inspectors;  issuing  tax  deeds;  and  accepting 
bequests  for  cemeteries.     (1  Indiana  rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1379; 
Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1932,  45-5004-  49-3016.)    ]-.!uny  other  duties 
are  proscribed  by  statute, 

Audite  and  Reports 

163.    FIELD  EXAtHNER'S  REPORT,  1.21—.    1  file  box. 
Field  examiner's  reports  to  State  and  to  auditor  on  county  records, 
showing  funds  and  balances,  cash  receipts,  disbursements,  audit  date, 
and  examiner's  name.    Arr.  chron.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

154.    FIELD  EXAill^ER'S  ^APIP.S  OR  EILLS  FOR  SERVICE,  K21-25. 
1  file  box. 

Field  examiner's  papers  or  bills  for  service  for  auditing  county  records, 
shov.'ing  date,  amount  of  bill,  and  kind  of  service.    Arr.  chron. 
IS  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

165.  A'.iDiTOR'S  REPORT,  not  dated.     1  file  box. 

Reports  of  county  auditor  to  State  auditor  on  financial  status  of 
county,  and  various  other  reports  demanded  of  county  auditor.  No 
index.     16  :•:  10  x  2.    Auditor's  off. 

166.  REPORT  T 0  STATE  AUDITOR,  not  dated.     1  file  box. 

County  auditor's  reports  to  State-  auditor  on  county's  old  a  ,e  pension 
applicants.    No  index.     16  x  10  x  2.    Auditor's  off. 


Auditor 

Audits  and  2.o port s (continued ) 

167.    TRUSTER'S  DOG  FUND  REPORTS,  1922—.     1  file  box. 
Reports  of  twp.  trustees  on  dog  registrations  and  tax  assessments, 
showing  name  of  owner  of  do^s,  no.  of  dogs  owned,  and  amount  collected. 
No  ir.dox.     16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

163.     JUSTICE  0?  P2AC1  FIlCS,  1025— .     1  file  box. 
Report  of  justice  of  peace  fines  assessed,  showing  na:r.es  of  oersens 
fined,  amount  of  fines,  date  paid,  ana  charges  listed.    Arr.  chrcn. 
16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

169.  TRUSTliA'S  REPORTS,  1922-35.     1  file  box. 

Reports  of  tn'.*p •  trustees  to  county  auditor,  showing  no.  of  warrants 
issued,  purpose,  to  whom  issued,  dates,  no.,  and  signature  of  trustee. 
Arr.  chron.     16  x  12  x  5.    J.uditor's  off. 

170.  HZ ALT?2  CO  E  ESS  0HE2S,  1026—.     1  file  box. 

Health  co  ir.issioner 1  s  report  to  countw  auditor,  showing  summary  of 
health  commissioner ' s  work.    Uo  index.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

171.  WW&  PbCOR:,  1914—.     2  vols.  (1-2). 

Record  of  change  of  venues,  showing  date,  receipts  no.,  from  what 
county,  title  of  cause,  amount,  C&xe ,  to  whom  issued,  and  to  what 
county  account.    Arr.  chron.    ^dw.  on  printed  form.    450  pp. 
16  x  12  x  2.    Auditor's  off. 

^ee  also  entries  76,  172. 

172.  cha:::-  of  vu::;h,  1925—.   1  file  box. 

Papers  pertaining  to  change  of  venue,  showing  S^ate, county,  and  town, 
court,  hind  of  ccse,  county  or  place  transferred,  reason  Jcr  change  of 


Auditor 

Audits  and  Reports ( continued , 

venue,  and  total  cost  to  county,    Arr.  chron.     Kdw«  16  x  12  x  5. 
Auditor's  off. 

Seo  also  entries  76,  171. 

173.  COU;  T  ALLOWANCE,   JL92S-- .     1  file  box. 

Allowances  for  costs  of  ca:jes,  showing    dato,  court,  amount  of  allow- 
ancos,  purposo  or  cause,  and  judge's  nanies.    Arr.  chron.    16  x  12  3  5. 
Auditor's  off. 

174.  SPECIAL  JUDGES,  1323— .    1  file  bo::. 

Special  jud^e  ap pointnents,  s  Awing  judges'  name,  appoinv:.;cr.t  date, 
length  of  service,  and  cc:t,    Arr.  chron,     16  x  12  x  5.    auditor's  off. 

175.  COAVI  Eh.CETEA,  1S22— .     1  file  box. 

Reports  of  court  reporter,  showing  case  no.,  nane  of  parties  to  action 
and  judge,  disposition  of  c:.sc,  and  total  cost.  Arr.  chron.  16  x  12  x 
5.    Auditor's  off. 

176.  TREASURER'S  RhCEIPY.S,  1929  —  .     2  file  boxes. 
Treasurer's  receipts  for  bills  paid,  showing  Icind  of  debt,  amount,  date 
paid,  to  whom  paid,  warrant  no.,  date,  and  treasurer's  nane.    Arr*  chron 
16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

177.  BUILDIUG  AND  LOAN  REPOR'i  S  not  dated.     1  file  "cox. 
Euildinj  and  loan  reports  to  county  auditor.    No  index.  Hdw«     16  x  10  x 
Auditor's  off. 

173.    INTANGIBLE  TAX  STALIPS  AND  RECEIPTS,  1C21  — .    1  file  box. 
Intangible  tax  stamps  and  receipts,  shewing  receipts  J'or  stamps, 
froa  whon  received,  and  amount.    Arr. chron.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  of 


Auditor 

Audits  ar.d  Reports  (continued) 

179?  appoint:  znts  and  reports,  1921—.   1  rile  box. 

Appointments  set  aside  for  various  tv.-p.  units,  and  reports  "of  same* 
No  index*    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

180.     GAS  TAX  AND  ROAD  APPROPRIATIONS,  1021—.     1  file  to::. 
Record  of  amount  of  money  returned  by  State  to  county,  snoring  county's 
share  of  gasoline  tax,  and  road  appropriations.    No  index.     16  x  12  x  5. 
Auditor's  off. 

131.     INTEREST  ON  DEPOSITS J  IS 24— .    1  file  box. 
Interest  earned  on  county  moneys  deposited,  shoeing  amount  of  deposit, 
length  of  time,  name  of  depository,  amount  of  interest  earned,  and  total 
amount  on  deposit.    Arr.  chron.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

Receipts  ar.d  Disbursements 
182.    PJ3CGRD  C?  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DI S BURSZNRN? S ,  1899--, 
9  vols. 

Record  of  appropriations  and  disbursements,  shov/ir-g  date,  v;arrant  no., 
amount,  overdrafts,  and  balances.    Arr.  elph.  by  title  of  fund.  Hdw. 
300  pp.  16  :;  15  :■:  5.    Auditor's  off. 

185.    AUDITOR'S  CASH  BOON,  15S5— .     5  vols. 
Record  of  daily  cash  collections,  sheaving  date,  from  whom,  transfer  fee, 
ditch  fee,  high'.vayi  license,  school  fundi  mortgage,  gravel  road  fee, 
bonds  and  contracts,  tax  deed  certificate,  assignments,  tax  title, 
miscellaneous  fees,  daoe(and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     300  pp. 
IS  x  12  x  3.    Auditor's  off. 


Auditor 

Receipts  and  Disbursements ( continued ) 

134.  REC  EIPTS  AND  DI 8BURS1-: 1EIJT  S,  1896— •     5  vols.  (1,  5,  and  3 
vols,  not  numbered).    Vols.  2,  1896-1906,  missing. 

Record  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  shovdng  dabe,  from  v<'.:om,  amount 
purpose,  disbursements,  date,  order  no.,  for  whan,  purpose  ,  assessing 
advertising,  board  of  reviev.-,  board  of  health,  bridge  levies,  bocks, 
stationary,  benevolent  institutions,  circuit  court,  inquests,  county 
officers,  counby  farm,  county  attorney,  change  of  venue,  election 
onune rat ions,  road  repairs^ insane,  orphans  homo,  prisoners,  schools, 
building,  poor,  soldier  burials,  taxes  refunded,  and  ledger  folio  of 
receipts.    Arr.  chron.    Bdw«  on  printed  form.     200  pp.     13  x  12  :■:  2. 
2  vols.,  1891-1911,  basex^ent  sbg.  na.;  3  vols.,  1911 — ,  aaeitor's 
off. 

135.  AUDITOR'S  REGISTER  OF  WARRANTS,  1911-24.     6  vols. 
Record  of  register  of  -.varrants,  shov/ing  date,  -.varrant  no.,  to  vrhom, 
purpose,  appropriation  no.,  ledger  folio,  amount,  total  cpvinby 
revenue,  total  miscellaneous  funds,  claim  no.,  warrants  received, 
and  dates.    Arr.  chron.     Hdw.  on  printed  form.     ICO  pp.  17  x  12  x  1. 
Av.^itor's  off. 

For  later  records,  sec  entry  166. 
186.    WARRANTS,  1924—.     6  vols. 
Record  of  warrants  issued,  sho-.ving  appropriations  no.,  date,  account 
charged  to,  ".varrant  no.,  date  returned,  to  v/hom  issued,  and  purpose. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdv*".  on  printed  form.    400  pp.  13  x  12  x  o.  Auditor's 
off. 

For  Earlier  records,  soe  entry  185. 


Audit  or 

Taxes 

137.    TRANSFER  EOOK,  1881— .  12  3  vols. 
Record  of  transfers  of  land  and  real  estate,  shewing  name  of  grantor 
and  grantee,  description  and  location  of  property,  proceedings  of 
tranfer,  and  date.    Arr.  alph.  by  name;*  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
Huw.  on  printed  fori?..    80  pp.  14  x  12  x  1.    Auditor's  off. 

187a.    Ifi&UflffiR&XOlr  OF  SOILS  VOTERS,  1928—.    1  file  box. 
Documents  containing  records  of  the  county  census  of  male  voters, 
showing  name,  a  ;e,  and  place  of  residence.    ICo  ineex.  16  x  10  x  2. 
Auditor's  off. 

188.    AFFIDAVITS  OF  OY.NEESIilP,  1927^29.     1  file  box. 
Sv.'orn  affidavits  of  oitoer-rhip  of  disputed  property,  showing  date, 
parties  namej,  and  kind  of  property.    No  index.    «i-.v.  IS  x  12  x  5. 
Auditor's  off. 

1ES.     FCEFST  PRESERVE,  1933— .    1  file  box. 
Papers  pertaining  to  State  forest  presorves,  location,  date  made  a 
preserve,  acreage,  and  boundaries,    No  inlex.  16  x  12  x  5.  Auditor's 
off. 

190.  VOLUNTEER  FIREMAN,  1924—.     1  file  box. 

Record  of  volunteer  firemen,  shewing  name,  residence,  time  volunteer 
and  date  dismissed.    No  indox.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

191.  TAX  LEVIES,  1921—.     1  file  box. 

Twp.  tax  levies,  showing  location  of  property,  kind  of  property,  and 
amount  of  taxes.    Arr.  chron.     16  x  12  x  5.     Auditor's  off. 


Auditor  °J 

Taxe  s  ( c  ont  inae  u ) 

.  192.    TAX  LEVIES  FOR  GRAVEL  ROADS,  not  dated.     1  file  cox. 
List  of  taxes  levied  for  upkeep,  repair,  and  building  of  county  gravel 
roads.    No  index.     HdW.  16  x  1  'x  2. 

193.  CEPTIFICA?:;  OF  TSJOi  GfiVtfiS,  not  dated.     1  file  box. 
Certificate  of  county  tax  levies,  shovrin.j  date,  names  of  parties, 
and  amount.    No  index.     16  x  10  x  2;>    Auditor's  off. 

194.  SCHOOL  TAX  LOT,  not  datod.    1  file  box. 

County  taxes  levied  for  school  fund.    No  index.    --dv,r.  16  x  10  x  2:;. 
Auditor's  off. 

195.  OIL  ASSESSMENTS  AND  ADDITIONAL  ASS  SS;.ii^:,  1924—.  1  file  box. 
Assessments  made  on  oil  pumped  in  county,  showing  location  of  r/ell,  no. 
of  vrells,  amount  of  oil  pumped,  and  amount  of  taxes  assessed.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  oil  company.     IS  :•:  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

196.  ILLINOIS  AND  INDIANA  PIPE  LINE,  1S21-23.     1  file  box. 
Record  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  pipe  lines  running  through  county,  llo 
index.     IS  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

197.  NOTICE  TO  TAX  PAYERS,  not  dated.     1  file  box. 

Duplicate  notices  sent  to  delinquent  taxpayers  of  the  county.    No  index. 
IS  x  10  x  2      Auditor 's  off. 

Apor  a  i  s  erne  at s 


1.         AFFIDAVIT  OF  ArNNAISNNS,  not  dated.     I  file  cox. 
Sv.'orn  affidavits  of  assessment  appraisers,  shovr'ng  name  of  deputy, 


Auditor 

01 

Taxc  3 — Appr  a  i  seroent  ( continue  d ) 

assessor,  lenrth  of  time  served,  and  date,    No  index.    IS  x  10  x  2>j» 
Auditor's  off. 

199.  ite*JLPPRAISET£ENTS,  1929-51.    1  file  box. 

Record  of  appraisements  made  between  assessment  years,  showing  name  of 
appraiser,  location  of  property,  and  date,  "o  indox.     IS  x  12  x  5. 
Auditor's  off. 

Returns 

200.  SOLDIERS'  EX&tmtf&fc,  1925—.     I  file  be::* 

Tax  exemptions  made  to  soldiers  of  the  county,  showing  na-.e,  property 
value,  location , and  description.    Y.o  index.     16  x  10  x  2rr.  Auditor's 
off. 

Lists_ 

201.  ASSESSOR'S  BOOK. REAL  ESTATE,  1915—.     264  vols. 

Record  of  assessor's  list  of  all  property  assessed  in  bounty",  showing 
name,  description,  valuation,  and  improvement  valuation.    Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  owner.    Hc-.r.     50  pp.  17  x  14  x         Assessor's  off. 

202.  ASSESS2£SHT'LIST,EEaiS0HAL,  1915—.    497  vols. 

Record  of  county  assessment  list,  showing  taxpayer's  name,  address, 
no.  and  amount   of  improvements,  valuation,  assessor's  valuation,  personal 
property,  credits,  and  signature  of  property  owner,     fcrr.  alph.  by 
name  of  property  ov.no  rs#«.    Raw.  on  printed  form.     257  pp.     15  x  3  x  2. 
1913-24>basement  st^.  rm. ;  1929 — ,  assessor's  off. 


Auditor 

Taxes — Lists (continued ) 

203,    ASSESSI-SIICS-  REAL  AITD  PERSONAL  PROPERTY,  not  dated.     1  file 
box. 

County  list  of  real  and  personal  property  assessments,  showing  names  of 
persons  assessed,  date,  and  amount.    16  x  10  x  2xj •  Auditor 1  s  off. 

Do  Unguent  and  Err one ous 

20 i.    RECORD  OF  DEL INQpE NT  LAHDS  Ail'D  LOTS,  1342--.     2  vols. 
Record  of  delinquent  lands  and  lots,  showing  ov.-a.sr' 3  name ,  no., 
description,  section,  tvrp.,  rcn^e,  acres,  value,  value  of  improvements, 
total,  lots,  tloclc  no.,  value  of  corporation  stock,  value  of  p-sroonal 
property,  total  value  taxable,  polls,  amount  delinquent,  amount  current, 
and  total  amount  due.    Arr.  chron.    lidw.  Condition  poor.     500  pp. 
17  x  12  x  5.  Auditor's  off. 

205.  RJC02D  0?  UZIDS  AND  LOTS  SOLD  70?.  TAXES,  15S2-.     5  vols. 
Eecora  of  lands  and  lots  sold  for  taxes,  shoving  auditor's  and  buyer's 
name,  description  of  land, and  auditor's  signature.    Arr.  alp'a.  by 
original  ov.ner's  name.    Haw.  on  printed  form.     240  pp.  15  x  12  x  2. 
Auditor's  off. 

See  also  entry  127. 

206.  ERP.OMSOUS  TAXES,  not  dated.     1  file  box- 
Erroneous  tax  list,  chov.'ing  tax  overcharge  refunds,    Np  index.     16  x 
10  x  2»2' *  Auditor's  off. 

207.  CERTIFICATE  OF  ERROHEOUS  TAXES,  1927-2S.    1  file  box. 
Lu">li-;atG  certificate 


Audi  toi- 
Taxes--  Delinquent  and  Erroneous  ( continued ) 

property  tax,  overcharge,  lot  or  lots,  and  description.    Arr«  chrcn. 

16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off, 

208.  TAX  PEKUNDS,  1923—.     1  file  box. 

Documents  pertaining  to  refunds  on  county  taxos  overcharged,  showing 
property  location,  owner's  nano,  and  amount  of  rof-and.    ITo  index. 
1G  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

School  Funds 
(See  also  entry  lo3). 

209.  CONDITION  0?  00 :::.0N  SCHOOL  "TJHD,  1902—.     2  vols. 

Record  of  the  oondition  of  school • funds,  showing  amount  held  in  trust, 
tots!  debts,  loan  no.,  borrower's  nar.e,  kind  of  fund,  borrower's  add- 
ress, loan  date,  description  of  property  and  mortgage,  section,  tvrp., 
range,  aitros,  payment  date  of  interest,  "to  what  date  paid,  receipt 
no.,  amount,  and  amount  of  interest.    Arr.  chron.    HdW.     20C  pp. 

17  x  16  x  2.    Auditor"*  off. 

210.  ce/.tificat..  of  Purchase  for  school  fund  lauds,  1921—. 

1  file  box. 

Duplicate  certificates  given  for  school  fund  lands  purchased  after 
foreclosures  on  school  fund  mort  ages.    No  index.     16  x  15  x  5. 
Auditor's  off. 

211*    DEEDS-SCHOOL  LAND,  not  dated.    1  file  box. 
Deeds  to  county  school  lands.    Ho  index.    Kdw.     16  x  10  x  2. 
Auditor's  off. 


Auditor 

School .Funds (continued ; 

212.  CONGRESSIONAL  SCHOOL-  FUND  MORTGAGES,  1921—.    1  file  box. 
Mortgages  given  froa  school  fuiias^  showing  description  of  land,  amount 
of  loan,  amount  of  interest,  rate,  and  borrower 1 s  name*    ho  index. 

16  x  12  x  5.    Audi  or's  off. 

213.  COMMON  SCHOOL  FUND  MORTGAGE,  1929  —  .     1  file  box. 
mortgages  given  from  common  school  fund  as  investments,  showing  name  of 
person,  amount,  rate  of  interest,  and  v/hen  due.    No  index.    16  x  12 

x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

214.  APPLICATION  FOR  RE7JE7fAL  C?  SCHOOL  FMb  HOP.?  OA  E,  not  dated. 
1  f  xle  c ex. 

Application  for  renevral  of  school  fund  mortgages,  showing  na~s  of 
borrower,  amount,  and  date,    No  index,    ^dv/.     15  x  10  x  2.  Auditor's 

Ox  x  • 

215.  SATS  0?  SCHOOL  PROPERTY,  not  dated.    1  file  bcST. 
Trustee's  report  on  sale  of  county  school  property.    Ho  index. 
IS  x  10  x  Z?r.  Auditor's  off. 

215.    I^LINHHLNT  SCHOOL  7UNL7S,  not  dated.    1  file  "~ox. 

Documents  pertaining  to  delinquent  school  funds,  shov-ln^  name  of  parties, 

dates,  and  amount*    No  inder..    Hdiv.     IS  x  10  x  2;%  Auditor's  off. 

Licenses 
(See  also  entries  60-68) 

217.    LICENSE  TO  PEDDLE,  not  dated.     1  file  box. 
Licenses  issued  to  huckster  to  peddle,  showing  nane,  date,  and  length  of 
license.    No  index.     16  x  10  x  2r-«  Auditor's  off. 

213.    FER&Y  LICENSE,  1930—.     1  file  box. 
Licence  issued  to  ferry  operators,  shovjing  date,  expiration  tiir.c,  name 


Auditor 

Licensee (continued) 

of  ferry,  and  name  of  owner.    Arr.  chron,     15  x  12  x  ?.-jV.  Auditor's 
off. 

Official  and  Surety  Bonds 
(See  also  entries  56-50). 

219.  REGISTRATION  0*'  OFFICERS,  1655-1904.    1  vol.  (2). 
Vol.    1  prior  to  1055,  missing. 

Record  of  "che  register  of  public  officers,  showing  nar.es,  commission 
date,  date  qualified,  bond,  nar.e  of  sureties,  amount  of  bond,  time  of 
expiration  of  office,  and  date  of  vacancy.    IIo  index.    Hdv;.  Condition 
poor.    501  pp.  10  x  12  x  5.    Easement  st~.  rm. 

220.  BONDS,  1930—.     1  file  box. 

County  bonds  made  by  different  county  officials,  shewing  date,  sureties 
names,  addresses,  name  of  person  bonded,  address,  and  amount.    17o  index. 
16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  o  f. 

221.  PERSONAL  BONDS  AND  PUBLIC  DEPOSITS,  1922--.    1  file  box. 
Personal  bonds  of  public  of f icials,  and  record  of  public  deposits,  show? 
ing  bonded  person's  name,  surety,  and  applications  of  banks  for  deposits 
of  county  funds.    Wo  index.     16  x  10  x  2.    Auditor's  off. 

222.  TRUSTEES  BONDS,  not  dated.    1  file  box. 

Twp.  trustees  bonds,  showing  name,  amount  of  bond,  and  witnessess  names. 
No  index.    Hdw.    16  X  10  x  2|-,  Auditor* s  off. 


Auditor 

Official  and  Surety  Bonds (continued) 

225.    RECORD  OF  SCHOOL  TRUSTEE  BONDS,  1902—.     1  vol. 
Record  of  bo. .as  r;iven  by  school  trustees,  showing  nar.^s  of  trustee  and 
bondsmen     date,  amount,  'crustos's  signature,  residence,  twp»,  bonds- 
nun's  si. .nature,  sworn  affidavit,  and  notary's  si  ;naturo.     Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  trustee.    Hdw.    SCO  pp.  IS  x  IS  x  S.    Auditor's  off* 

224.  ASSESSOR'S  BONDS,  not  dated.     1  file  box. 

Bonds  posted  by  county  assessors,    .'o  index.     1G  x  10  x  2.  Auditor's 
off. 

225.  DEPUTY  ASSESSOR'S  BOND  AND  APPOINTMENTS,  1021—.     1  file 
box. 

Deputy  assessor's  appointments  and  bonds,  shoving  deputy's  name,  assess- 
or's name j  and  appointment  date.    Arr.  ohron«    Hdw.  16  x  12  x  5. 
Auditor's  off. 

226.  APPOINTMENT-DftfUTY  ASSESS  R,  not  dated.    1  file  box. 
Appointments  of  county  deputy  assessors,  and  bonds  ^iven.    Ho  index. 
16  x  10  x  z]:.  Auditor's  off. 

227.  DEPUTY  ASSESSOR'S  BONDS,  net  dated.     1  file  box. 

Bonds  ~iven  by  county  deputy  assessors.    No  index.    Eav:.     15  x  10  x  2.-° 
Auditor's  off. 

223.    ELECTION  CERTIFICATE  BONDS  (TRUSTEE,  S;TRVEY0R,  ANE  CO  NTE 
SUPERINTENDENT),     1955—.    1  file  box. 
Certificates  of  election,  shov/ins;  na:.;es  of  trustees,  surveyors, 
assessor,  and  county  superintendent,  and  their  bonds.    Arr.  chr on.  Hdw. 
on  printed  form.     16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 


Audi  t ur  q 7 

Ziaps 

229.     COUNTY  ROADS  AND  TO". .IT SHIPS,  not  dated.     1  map. 
Political  ana  conrnunicatiorjinap,  showing  tvrps.,  and  roads.    Published  by 
Geo.        Stevenson,    Scale j  1*  in.  to  1  mile.     30  x  3G«    Auditor's  off. 


X  ASSESSOR 


The  office  of  county  assessor  was  created  by  an  act  of  1391  (Acts 
1391,  ch.  99,  sec.  112).    This  officer  is  elected  for  a  four-year  tern, 
there  being  no  prohibition  against  successive  terras  in  office.  Qualifi- 
cations arc  established  by  lav;;  he  must  be  a  continuous  freeholder 
of  Spencer  County  for  not  less  than  four  years  prior  to  the  date  of 
his  election,  and  ho  must  provide  a  five  thousand  dollar  bond,  with 
two  or  more  good  freehold  sureties  apprcvedby  the  auditor,  who  also 
administers  the  oath  of  office,    Kis  work  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  State  board  of  tax.  commissioners,  and  he  may  be  removed  by  that 
board,  after  a  hearing,  for  incompetency,  neglect  of  duty,  or  misconduct 
in  office.     (Acts  1G19;  Lurns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1935,  64-1101.) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Spencer  County  is  1391.  All 
records  are  located  in  the  courthouse  un.ess  otherwise  stated. 

His  duties  are  to  instruct  and  advice  -she  township  assessors,  to 
review  their  returns,  to  assess  omitted  real  and  personal  property, 
to  appraise  estates  for  inheritance  taxes,  to  carry  put  the  orders  of 
the  State  board  of  tax  commissioners,  and  to  report  te  the  board  any 
delinquencies  ot  township  assessors,    he  :  s  ex-officio  member  and 
president  of  Spencer  county  board  of  review.    He  also  sets  the  value 
upon  intangibles  for  taxation,  and  examines    public  records  to  find  if 
this  tax  is  paid.     (Acts  1919;  Burns'  ibid.,  64-1101,  64-1102.) 

230.    COUhTY  ASSESSOR'S  RECORD,  lo9  2  vols.  (l-2). 

hocord  of  property  ommitted  from  tax  list  or  erroneously  assessed, 


As  30  S  3  OX" 

Q  r 

Showing  name  of  ov.ner,  description  of  property  and' date  sot  for  hearing. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw«  150  pp.  16  x  11  x  1.    Assessor's  off. 

231.  RECORDS  0?  ADDITIONS  TO  TAX  DUPLICATES,  1900—.     1  vol. 
Record  of  taxable  property  added  to  tax  lists  since  assessmen  :z,  shov;- 
in^  taxpayers  name,  location,  description  and  value  of  property  added. 
IIo  index.    Hdw.  375  pp.  24  x  12  x  2.    Assessor's  off. 

232.  ASSESSOR'S  RECORD  OF  MORTGAGES,  1399-1919.    4  vols.  (1-4). 
— ortgajes  recorded  on  tax  duplicates  prior  to  —arch  1,  showing  mort- 
gagor, mortgagee,  date  of  mortgage,  amount,  duration.    Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  mort^a-ees.    Hdw.  200  pp.  16  x  12  x  1.    Assessor's  off. 

233.  AUTOMOBILE  LICENSE  RECORD,  1836.     1  vol. 

Rocord  of  automobile     o'.vnersin  county,  showing  license  no.,  model,  make, 
year,  o^.vner,  address, and  date  of  purchase.    Arr.  alph.  by  ov/ncr's  na:.e. 
Hdw.  275  pp.  12  x  3  x  1.    Assessor's  off. 


XI    BOARD  OP  R3YJF.V 


Sponcor  County  hoc  an  annua?.  board  £ or  itija  review  of  assessments 
and  tho  equalization  of  tho  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property* 
Tho  board  j.s  cojiposod  of  tho  assessor,  treasurer,  auditor,  and  two 
frooholdors  of  opposite  political  parties,  appointed  by.  tho  jud~o  of 
circuit  court.    Tno  assossor  is  the  president  and  tho  auditor  is 
tho  socretary  of  tho  hoard,     (-'veto  1913;  Sec.  64-1201,  64-1205,  2urnc' 
Ind.  Stat.  .r-nn.  1933.)    The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Spcncor 
County       1691.    All  records  of  this  board  aro  located  in  tho  courthouse 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

Pror;  1831  to  1391  tno  duties  of  rovie'-inj  and  equalizing  tax  assess 
3?.onts  wore  rerfornod  by  a  county  board  of  equalization  consisting 
of  tno  county  commissioners  and  four  freeholders  appointed  by  the 
circuit  jud-o.     (Acts  1881,,  eh.  96,  p.  611.)    The  la;?  of  1591  super- 
seded tkis  act  and  created  tno  county  board  of  review,  cor.posod  of  the 
treasurer,  assessors,  and  auditor.    (.lets  1331)  -.    The  Acts    of  1919 
reestablished  the  board,  adding  the  two  freeholder    appdlntr.eiata  to  the 
r.onborship* 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  board  to  Lake  fthangei  in  tho  valuation  of  the 
property  in  the  t  can  ship  or  any  taxing  unit  within  the  township,  and 
to  determine  the  rota  per  cent  to  bo  addsd  or  deducted  in  order  to  mice 
an  equitable  equalisation  of  taxes  throughout  the  county.  Tno 
board  also  has  tho  power,  in  proper  cases,  to  correct  the  valuation 
of  any  particular  tract  or  lot.     (Acts  1919,  Ibid,) 


iio'U'd  ol"  Review 
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If  tne  board  shall  find  tho  segregate  assessments  -boo  hirh  or  too 
lov;  or  unequal,  it  nay  set  aside  tho  assessment  of  the  whole  countyj 
or  township,  or  talcing  unit  thoroin,  and  order  a  new  assessment  (Acts 
1919,  Ibid.). 

234- •    C0tj1;TY  BOARD  0?  3EVT2.;  RICQRD,  191.2— .    1  vo3  *     U).    Vol.  1, 
1891-1911,  missing. 
I:inutes  of  tho  sessions  of  the  beard,  shov.'ir.r  date  of  cassion,  list  of 
property  valuptiors,  description  and  location,  owners  naro  end  od^oss, 
and  d^isicn  of  board*    /.r:.  chron.    Hd$.    432  pp.    1C  x  1?.  >:  2*« 
Accessor 's  off. 

235.    QiTKS-EaVSD  0?  not  dated.-   I  file  bo::. 

Oaths  of  office  of  the  monitors  of  the  board  of  raviov:  consisting  of  tho 
assessor,  treasurer,  auditor,  and  ir.70  f rcoholders  appointed  by  circuit  court 
^ud^er*    Ifo.inrlox.    16      10  ;:  2g#    auditor *s  off. 

256.    APPEALS  TO  ST'.TP  TAjC  POAPJD,  1921—.    1  file  box. 
Record  of  persons  appealing  from,  tax  assessments,  ^ho.vin^  name  of  applicant, 
description  and  location  of  property  in  question,  roas^..  for  aopoal  and 
ve-luation  of  property  by  ov/ner.    Arr.  chron.    16  x  12  r.  5.  Auditor's 

Oxl  . 


XII    DO\TiD  OF  TAX  ADJUS?i.3uTS 


Tho  board  of  tax  adjustment  of  3 pone or  County  consists  of  ono 
r.or.bor  of  tho  county  council  selected  by  the  council,  and  six  r.o:rbers 
appointed  by  tho  judge  oC  the  circuit  court.    The  appointors  211st  ha\ro 
the  following  qualifications;  one  shall  be  a  township  trustee;  ono  shall 
be  a  my  or  or  presidont  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  an  incorporated 
town:  ono  shall  oe  a  member  of  tne  city  board  of  oducation;  and  three 
shall  be  resident  frehoidors  of  the  county  at  large,  not  holding  any 
public  office*    Wo  raoro  than  four  of  tho  members  of  the  board  shall  be- 
long to  the  sarce  political  party*    (Acts  1933;  Sec.  64-304,  Burns1  Ind. 
Stat.  Ann.  1933.)    The  inception    dato  of  this  board  in  3poncer  County 
is".  1933.    All  records  of  chis  beard  are  located  in  the  courthouse  unles; 
othcr.viso  statod. 

It  is  tho  duty  of  the  board  to  examine,  and  if  it  doe:^s  necessary, 
revise,  change,  or  roduce,  but  not  increaso,  any  tax  lovy  and  any 
corresponding  iterr.s  of  tho  budget  on  v.'hich  the  tax  levies  are  based, 
and  apportion  the  total  of  all  of  the  levies  on  th^t  tho  total  levy  on 
property  v/ithin  any  municipal  corporation  for  which  the  property  therein 
is  taxable,  shall  not  exceed  the  total  rate  as  provided  by  lav:.  (Ibid*; 

237*    TAX  ADJUSTXSi'T  BOARD  PwECOPJD,  1933—.    1  vol. 
Xinutos  of  proceedings  of  board  sessions,  shoving  actions  ta^en  in 
raising  or  lowering  taxes  on  property.    Arr.  enron.    Hdw.  and  typed. 
635  pp.    13  x  12  x  3.    Auditor's  off* 


Beard  of  Tax  Adjustment 

257o.    RECORD  OF  BOARD  0?  TAX  ADJUST: ~Si IT,  (COUATY  COUUCIL  R2C0RD), 
1690  —  *    Sar.o  as  entry  50# 
Bocord  of  procoodings  of  meotin^s  of  tax  adjustment  board,  oho-virxj  data, 
nar-iCc  of  rvDTibcrs,  and  re-iirks»    Arr.  oiiron*    Hdw«  and  typed*    635  pp» 
13  x  .12  x  5.    auditor's  off. 


The  board  or  Spencer  count-'  c  cmmi  s s liners  constitutes  the  board  of 
finai' cc.    The  auditor  acts  as  secretary.    The  board  may  cue  and  be  sued 
in  its  own  name  whenever  necessary  to  accomplish,  the  purpos.es  intended 
by  its  crccticn.     Tho  incoption  date  o."  this  board  in  Spencer  County  is 
1907.    All  of  the  records  in  this  office  arc  located  in  the  courthouse 
unless,  otherwise  stated. 

The  *_oard  of  finance  has  charge  of  and  controls  the  fur.de  of 
Spencer  County  (Acts  1307;  3ec.  51-3CG,  Burns'  Ind.  Stat*  Ann.  1333). 

The  board  of  finance  selects  the  depository  for  county  fur.ds.  It 
approves  the  purchase  of  T".  3.  Government  bonds  or  ether  intcrest-beari: 
obligations  of  the  U.  3.  Government.     It  invites  -ropcsals  to  receive 
public  funds  on  ds^osit,  receives  proposals,  and  creates  and  revobes 
depositaries.     (Acts  1907,  1303,  1331;  Sec.  61-610  to  61-613-61-307, 
Biirns*  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1S33»J 

The  General  Assembly  of  ISoo  repealed  the  act  establishing  this 
board,  and  in  the  same  session  in  the  "depository  act  of  1335,"  re- 
cs"ca^l.!.si-cc-.  the  ooaru  oi  i Inane e  praccica-LX^  unai^crea  ^ Ac * s  j.^^_; 
Sec.  31-6t)6-Gl~o2o ,  Gi-GGI  to  31-333,  Turns'  _na.  Stat.  Ann.  1»33)« 

133.     BOAKD  QF  hlbAbGS  PJSCShD,  1307 — .     1  vol. 
hinutes  of  board  sessions,  sharing  action  taken  in  matters  of  county 
finances  and  depositories,    /trr.  chron.    hd\v.    GOO  pp.  13  x  13  :c  3. 
Auditor's  off. 

25.J.     :  -..-3        v. SIT  - >  19o~—— »     _  mi-.s  core. 
Account  sheets,  showing  title   of  dn;  os  it  cry ,  amount  deposited,  a:  .cunt 
withdravm^  balance j  date,  and  office.    Arr.  chron.    16  x  \c  x  o. 

AUCLjLXOI         Oi  -  • 


XIV  TREASURER 
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The  treasurer  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  Tor  a  tern  of 
tr.vo  yoars  ond  is  rot  elif5blc  to  serve  r^.ore  tfc?n  four  years  :"n  any 
period  of  *nx  yeors.         is  norrdnat-od  in  the  primary  and  elected  in  trio 
r>gulstr  o lection.    Ho  is  roquirod  to  execute  hi3  cffic5"l  "bond  of  not 
loss  thrn  tho  amount  of  rioriey  vrhich  nary  csno  into  his  hands  at  ony 
tir.o  during  tho  tern.     (Indiana  Const,,  Art  a  6,  Soc.  1,  Soc.  49-3101, 
Burns*  Ind.  Stat.  --nn»  1933.)    The  inccptio:.  date  of  this  office  ir 
Spen^cr  County  is  1318.    -11  records  of  this  office  are  locatod  in  the 
courthouse  unless  otherwise  stated. 

The  treasurer  receives  all  no»oy  coming  to  Spencer  County  and 
disburses  the  sar.e  on  proper  orders*    Hg  keops  fee  books  and  cash 
books  and  :.-akes  quarterly  reports  to  the  auditor.    At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office  he  gives  a  srtora  statement  to  the  auditor  shoeing 
specifically  tho  ancunt  of  fees  oollected  ,  and  deposits  with  the  auditor 
ail  orders  redS^ftod*    Ho  siakes  a  r.onbhly  stator.cnt  to  tho  fere* surer 
of  Stato,  collects  property  and  poll  taxes  and  Stata  license  fee-1,  and 
diverts  to  tho  State  the  proceeds  froni  the  sale  of  estates  -.vhen  the 
heirs  are  unitti«vm.     (Indiana  Const,,  Art.  S,  Sec,  1;  1  Indiana  .".ovj 
Stati  1852;  Acts  1853;  Soc.  49-3103  to  49-3317,  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann. 
1933.) 

lax  Collections 


240.    TAX  DUPLICATES,  1853— s    200  vols,    Numbering  varies.  1854, 
69,  71,  81,  83,  1886-92,  94,  95,  97,  99  and  1921,  missing. 


U0  a  surer 


Tare  Collections  (continued) 

Ho  cord  of  assessments  and  taxes  levied,  showing  name  of  taxpayer, 
doscription  and  value  of  real  estate  and  improvements,  amount  of 
exemption,  value  of  personal  property,  total  taxable  amount,  tax  rate, 
delinquencies,  and  net  amount.    Arr.  numerically.    Hdv.-.  on  prir.hod  form. 
300  p?#    21  x  13  x  3.    121  vols.,  1853-1922,  basement;  79  vols.,  1923—, 
treasurer's  off, 

243.    DITCH  DUPLI&TS,  1916—.    2  vols. 
Record  of  assessments  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  ditches,  sho-.7inS 
nam  of  property  ov.ner,  doscription,  c create,  and  location  of  property 
benefited,  total  assessment,  installments,  date  or  payments,  receipt 
no.,  and  location  and  name  of  ditch.    No  index.    hdv;.  on  printed  form. 
320  pp.    23  x  IS  x  2>-.    Treasurer's  off. 

242.    A&S*&  CP  tBLTH^SSBi  T/.X  &3CSIPTS*,  1831-.    6  vole,     (l,  1-5) 
1832-1925,  missing, 
'"ooord  IftoMng  receipt  no.,  name  of  property  cwner,  township,  doscription, 
and  location  of  property,  personal  property,  total  amount  due  and 
delinquent.    Arr.  chron.    Hdv..  on  printed  form.    434  po.    17  x  12  x  3, 
1  vol.,  1331-82,  basement  st2.  rm.;  5  vole,  1925—,  treasurer's  off. 

§43*    TAX  R2C2IPTS,  1924—.     364  vols. 
Record  shcv;in-  rocoipt  no.,  date,  description,  location,  value  of  real 
and  personal  property,  exemptions,  rate  of  tax,  and  total  amount  duo. 
Arr.  enron.  by  ta&ng  unit,  thereunder  by  twp.,  -roups.    Edv;.    100  pp. 
14  ::  12  x  2.    Treasurer Ts  off. 


Truasuror 


Receipts  and  Disbursements  -J ' 

244.  DAILY  BA.IANCE  0?  CA.SH  A.ND  DEPOSITORIES,  1904—*    11  vols, 
(1-5,  and  6  vols©  not  numbcrod). 

Record  showing  date,  balanco  on  hand  at  start  of  day^  receipts  from 
payments  of  cost;-;,  foos,  licences,  trust  funds,  total  receipts,  chocks 
and  warranto  dravm,  nana  of  depository  dravjn  on,  and  balance  at  close  of 
day.    Arr.  ehron.    Hdv;.    500  pp.    17  X  12  x  3.    6  vols.,  1904-26, 
basement  stg.  rr., ;  5  vols.,  1327 — ,  treasurer's  off* 

245.  CASK  BOOK,  1377—.    12  vols. 

Record  of  recoipts,  showing  date,  amount  received,  payers  name,  cause, 

and  account  credited.    Arr.  ehron,    Far:.    350  pp#    IS  :•:  12  x  3. 

\ 

3  vols.,  1377-1903,  basement  stg.  rru;  4  vols.,.  1903 — ,  treasurer's  off. 

246.  RECORD  0?  RECEIPTS,  1901—.     6  vols. 

Record  of  all  county  funds,  shewing  date  received,  amount,  payer,  cause, 
and  fund  credited.    Arr.  enron,    ndv;.    1-30  ot,    26  x  13  :■:  3.    4  vols., 
1901-21,  basercnt  stg*  rm.5  2  vols*,  1921 — ,  treasuror's  off. 

247.  TREASURER'S  LEDGER  RECEIPTS  AHD  DI SBURSELUEITo ,  1396—.    8  vols. 
Ledger  shov/5ng  date,  source  of  receipts,  amount  snd  date  of  distribution, 
cause,  payor  and  amount.   Arr.  enron.    Hdw.    250  pp*    13  x  14  x  3, 

6  vols.^  1S93-1927,  basement  stg.  rauj  2  vols,,  1927—,  treasurer's  off. 

243.    DISBURSEMENTS  OH  AUDITOR'S  VARR^ETS,  1911—.    3  vols* 
Record  of  expenses  paid  on  order  of  auditor,  sno?/ing  warrant  no,,  date, 
ar.ou::t,  payee,  cause,  and  balance  in  fund.    Arr,  chron.    ildw.  on  printed 
form.    300  pp.    17  x  13  x  2-j.    1  vol.,  1911-14,  basement  stg.  rm.;    2  vols., 
1314 — ,  treasurer's  off. 


Rocoipts  and  Disbursor-ents  (continued) 

249.  TRS&.SPRERS  KF.0-I3TEK.  0?  r^BMNTS  BY  DEPOSITORIES,  1032— . 
10  vols.     (l-3,  and  7  vols*  not  numbered). 

Rocord  of  disbursements  by  warrant,  according  to  disbursement,  showing 
date,  serial  no.,  payee,  amount  and  cause.    Arr.  chron.    Ild-.v.  on  printod 
form.    300  pp.    16  :c  11  x  3.    7  vols*,  1392-1925,  basement- st;>  na,s 
3  vols,,  1925—.  treasurer's  off. 

250.  CERTIFICATE  A:.D  PJdECK  BEGISTERIWG,  1861-66.    1  vol. 
Ragistor  of  cnecl-:s  and  certif ico~as  issued,  shov;ins  serial  no.,  date, 
payer,  causo^and  anount.    Indexed  alpn.  by  names  of  payees.    Ildvj.  on 
printed  form*    400  pp.    16  x  10  x  3.    Basement  ct£.  rri. 

251.  RECORD  0?  OUTSTANDING  0RDE?3,  1899-1909.    1  vol. 
Register  of  orders  outstanding,  shoeing  serial  no.^  of  pay  order,  date, 
payee,  amount,  cause;  and  date  of  redemption.    Arr.  chron.    Edro*  300 
pp.    16  x  10  x  Zq9    Basoment  st>>  rm. 


XV    BQ/LRD  0?  EDUCi\TI0l 


By  an  act  of  1873j  a  county  board  of  education  "nas  created.  Tne 
board  is  comprised  6f  the  county  superintendent  of . schools,  the  trustees 
of  the  county,  and  chairman  of  the  school  trustees  of  each  city  and 
town  of  the  county.    The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Spencer  County 
is  1873*    All  records  of  this  board  are  located  in  the  courthouse  unless 
o^aonviso  stated*  <■ 

Tne  dutios  of  the  board  snail  be  to  consider  tno  rojieral  '.vants  and 
needs  of  the  cchool  and  rattors  relating  to  pj^ciiaso  of  scnool  furniture 
books,  raps,  oharijSj  etc.    C^cts  18Y3|  Sec.  28-801,  3urns'  IncU  Stat.  An 
193?). 

25?..    COUNTY  SlTFSPJliTEIiDSiNT'S  RECORD,  18S3— .     S  vols. 
Minutes  of  the  county  board  of  education,  shorrihg  date  of  meeting,  nar.es 
of  me'iriborsj  and  proceedings*   Arr«  chron.    Hdv;«    200  pp.    16  n  12  x  2. 
Superintendent     of  schools  off. 


XVI    STJPSPJlJTEIIDEIiT  0?  SCHOOLS  '  iqq 

In  1C73,  "by  legislative  er.actr.er_t,  the  office  of  county  cu'crin- 
toBdont  of  sc/.ools  was  created.    This  officer  is  elected  "by  the  township 
trustees  and  serves  for  a  tcrr.  of  four  years.     The  candidate  r.ust  have 
had  five  years  cf  successful  experience  as  a  teacher  in  ti.e  public 
schools,  and  at  the  tir.e  of  his  election  he  must  hold  a  superintendent's 
license,    he  r.ust  giine  bend  for  five  thousand  dollars.     (Acts  1C~3; 
rurns 1  Ind.  Stat.  Ann*  1935,  2O702. )    The  inception  date  of  this  heard 
in  Spencer  County  is  1C.75.    All  of  the  records  cf  this  office  are  located 
in  the  courthouse  unless  otL crwise  stated • 

The  L-urcrintcr-ient  exercises  ,~enei*al  supervision  of  the  schools  of 
Spencer  County,    he  visits  schools  While  they  are  in  session,  conducts 
teacher's  institutes,  and  calls  r.'.ectinrs  of  teachers  of  Spencer  County 
schools  once  each  r.onth  in  the  school  year.    He  nakoc  out  ti.e  "_asis  of 
aTvporticnr.ent  of  school  revenues  fro::,  the  enure rat ion.    he  presides  ever 
the  county  hoard  of  education  end  receives  a" " lications  for  school 
aid  relief.     (Acts  1033;  Sec.  2S-C01  to  2 C-C 11 ,  Burns1  Ind.  Stat. 
Ann.  1935.) 

Teachers 

253.    7d_CC?.D  0?  TEACHES'  j^'IiJATIOKS,  1CC5-1S23.    4  vols. 
Hecord  of  examinations  for  teacher's  license,  shcv.rin£  date,  nar.c  of 
teacher,  address,  subjoct  and  grade  of  examination,  and  result*  Arr. 
chron.    HdW-  on  printed  form*    200  pp.  1G  :•:  C  ;:  2.     Superintendent's  off. 

254-255,  1  CERTIFICATE  07  TltAIhll.G,  1011—.     1  file  tor.; 

1  vol. 

Certificates  of  training  of  applicants  for  tcachin-  positions,  shovfing 


Teachers  ( continued ) 

date.  teacherfs  name,  address,  training,  educational  qualifications, 

and  grades.  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  axjplioants.  Pile  box,  10  x  1.'.  ;:  20; 
vol.,  160  pp.  13  x  12  x  1.     Super intend eartfs  off. 

2 5G •     h„0\j_.D  0I1'  .LiJ:.  l*?10I«  L_C_.  3E ,  1912——.     2  vole. 

Record  of  persons  exempted  from  reouircr/.cnt  of  license  to  teach, 
showing  teacher 1  s  name,  address,  dates  and  kind  cT  licences,  average 
scholarship,  teaching  success,  general  averages,  and  remarks.  .Arr. 
chron.    Edw.  on  printed  form*    150  pp.  13  ::  if.  :;  2.    Superintendent 1  s  oif. 

Pupils 

<-  «_/  I  .  -_^J-/V.'— /     V.  —  OWiiVU.  wiU  iJU  I     J.  w"~/'.r         •  vU      o  . 

Lists  of  grr.duatos  of  county  schools,  showing  pupil's  nar.c,  eddrosr, , 
number,  arc,  so:;,  district,  date  of  graduation.    Arr .  by  pupil's 
sorial  nc.    Hclvr;  on  printed  fcrr..    100  pp.  13  :c  10  ::  \/.  Superin- 
tendent'c  off. 


XVII    HEvLTH  CQifiJSSIONER 


By  legislative  enactment  in  1691j  tho  office  of  health  commissioner 
was  created.     This  officer  *f  elected  by  the  county  commissioners  to 
so'rvo  Cor  n  torn  oC  four  years*    Trio  inception  date  o^  tho  records  in  th5 
county  is  1882 •    From  1882  until  1801  records  v/oro  kept  bv  tho  county 
board  of  health  composed  of  tho  township  trustee;  c  mayor,  oo-nrcn  council 
of  oach  city  in  tha  county,  and  board  of  county  commissioners •    After  th< 
ostablisher.ent  of  the  health  commissioner  the  boon!  v?as  abolished.  All 
records  of  this  office  arc  Iocs ted  in  tho  courthouse  unless  otherwise 
stated. 

It  is  hi s  duty  to  safeguard  the  health  arjd  to  promote  sanitary 
systems  for  the  oltirsns  of  tho  county.    Ho  is  also  required  to  study 
and  chock  contagious  diseases  in  the  various  communities,  v/herever  end 
whenever  possible,  and  adviso  and  counsel  various  persons  interested 
in  the  control  of  discuses.    He  is  required  to  maintain  records  of 
births,  dp^ths,  marriages,  make  dairy  ino-pcotions,  food  inspections, 
and  hold  regular  examinations  of  pupils  in  the  various  schools  of 
Spencer  County  at  regular  intsrvals.    'vActs  1891;  Sec.  35-108,  Burns'  In 
Stat.  Ann.  1937,) 

258.    BIRTH  RECORD,  1882— .    15  vols. 
Record  of  all  births  in  tha  county,  showing  parents,  a^os,  occupation, 
residence,  legality,  color,  family  history,    Indexed  alph.  by  family 
nr.uos.    Kdv:.  on  printed  form.    250  pp.    24  :c  12  x  2.    14  vols.,  1882- 
1931,  G«C«|  recorder's  off.    1  vol.,  3  931 — ,  health  commissioner's  home, 
117  S,  4th »  St*    Roekport,  Indiana. 


259 •    !.;.";.TJ  ;i.GE  P3CQ8PS,  1904 — •    7  vols  * 
?ocord  of  marriages,  shov/ajig  name  of  groom  and  of  bride,  age,  place 
of  birth,  parents,  fanily  history,  residence,  health  commissioners 
signature*    Indo^od  alpha  "by  n^r.o  of  grooms*    Hdw«  on  printed  form.  350 
pp.    18  x  12  x  C.    6  vole,  190i-52,  6.6.,  recorder's  of f •  «  1  vol., 
1932—,  has  1th  commissioner's  home,  117  S  4th,  St.  P.oclcnort,  Indiana. 
Soo  also  entries  80-62. 

260.    DE/.TH  H2C0RD,  '1C82— »    3  vols. 
Record  ohowin.fj  names  uf  deceased,  a-re,  cox,  color,,  last  residence, 
occupation,  marital  status,  birthplace,  paronts,  physician, and  caune  of 
death*    Indexeda  alph.  by  names  of  deceased.    H&w#    550  pp.    18  x  14  X  2. 
7  vols.,  1S32-192C,  6.6".,  recorder's  off.j  J  vol.,  1926—,  heslth 
commisf; 5 oner's  home-,  117  2  4th,  St.  Rockport,  Indiana. 


XVIII    BOARD  OP  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
(See  also  entries  28-29)  • 

The  board  of  public  welfare  of  Spencer  County  consists  of  five 
persons  having  a  recognized  interest  in  and  knowledge  of  the  problems 
of  public  wolfaro.     The  board  is  appointed  by  the  judge  cf  the  circuit 
court;  at  least  two  members  musx  be  women  and  not  more  than  three 
Bienfeers  may  be  adherents  of  any  one  political  party.  (Acts  IS36;  Sec. 
52-1218,  Bums'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1533.)    The  inception  dato  of  this  beard 
in  Spencer  County  is  1936.    All  of  the  records  of  this  office  ere 
located  in  the  courthouse  unloss  otherwise  stated. 

Subject  to  tho    rules  and  regulations  of  the  S cat6  department  of 
public  wlofare,  the  county    oard  is  charged  with  the  administration  of 
assistance  to  dependent  children  in  -chair  ovm  homes,  old  age  assistance 
services  and  assistance  to  persons  ot:  crwise  handicapped,  the  care  and 
treatment  of  dependent,  neglected,  and  handicapped  chiidron,  children 
in  danger  of  becoming  deli1  quent,  and  orher  welfare  activities  as  may 
be  dolegatod  to  it  by  the  State  department  of  public  welfare,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  including  services  connected  with  assistance  to 
the  blind. 

The  director,  who  is  appointed  by  the  board  of  public  welfare  of 
Spencer  County  under  the  supervision  of  the  circuit  court,  performs 
the  functions  of  probation  officer  end  agent  of  the  court.    (Acta  1S36; 
Sec.  52-1119,  52-1120,  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933.) 

A  board  of  childrens*  guardians,  which  was  established  in  18S9  to 
cure  for  neglected  children,  was  abolished  by  the  1936  act  and  juris- 
diction was  transferred  to  the  board  cf  public  welfare  (Aces  1*6365  -Sec. 
52-1121,  Burns '   Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1955)* 


Board  of  public  Vfolfare  i 

All  jurisdiction  vested  in  county  boards  pertaining  to  welfare  work  was 
transferred  to  the  board  of  public  welfare  in  1936  (Acts  1936;  Sec. 
52-1408,  Bums'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1933). 

261.  MlMtfE  BOOK,  1936—.     1  vol. 

Proceedings  of  board  meetings,  shewing  date,  list  of  members  present, 
introduction,  and  disposal  of  business.     Arr.  chron.     Ed?/-.     150  pp.  14 
x  10  x  I-}.    Board  of  public  welfare's  off. 

262.  DIRECTORS'  RECORD,  1935— .     1  vol. 

Record  of  actions  taken  by  board  of  public  welfare,  on  welfare  derictor's 
reco  mendations ,  showing  date,  recommendation,  application  no., 
applicant's  name,  code,  and  sheet  nos.,  and  action  of  boards.    Arr.  by 
case  no.     Hew.  on  printed  form.     100  pp.  16  x  12  x  2.    Foard  of  public 
wo If are's  off. 

263.  CASE  FILES,  1935—.     6  file  boxes. 

Original  papors  filed  before  board  of  public  welfare,  shovring  title  of 
case,  no. ,^ approved  or  rejected,  and  form  of  assistance  ordered.  Arr. 
alph.  by  titles  of  cases.     10  x  12  x  24.     Board  of  public  welfare's  off. 

264.  RECORD  OF  ASSISTANCE  GIVEN  (Active),  1936—.     1  vol. 

Record  of  assistance  given  by  board,  showing  application  no.,  applicant's 
name,  address,  aid  awarded,  certificate  no.,  date  effective,  totals, 
signature  of  director.    Arr.  by  case  no.    Pd?;.  on  printed  form.    250  pp. 
14  x  10  x  2.     Board  of  public  welfare's  off. 

265.  RECORD  OF  ASSISTANCE  GIVEN  (children),  1955—.     1  vol. 
Rocord  of  assistance  c;iven  to  children  by  the  board,  showing  application 
no.,  date,  name  of  applicant,  addrass,  aid  av.-arded,  certificate  no., 
data  effective,  totals,  and  director's  signature.    Arr.  by  case  no., 

Edw.  on  printed  form.     100  pp.  16  x  3  x  1.     Board  of  public  welfare's  of f « * 


£GS.    EEC05D  07  teZToilC.O'ii,  CT/xZl  (Adult;  Inactive),  1933  — .    1  vol. 

Record  of  inactive  ccces ,  showing  application  no.,  dote,  nar.e  of  anplicani 
address,  aid  awarded,  certificate  no.,  date  effective,  totals:,  and 
signature  of  director.    Arr.  by  ~asc  no.    I-dVJ  on  printed  for.-.    ISO  pp. 


14  :c  10  x  2.    Board  of  nublic  welfare's  of 


257.   :.*jgi37lp  a:j>  cz::t:f~:atio::  o?  clae.:s,  iosc— .   i  vol. 

List  of  applications  for  aid,  their  approval,  and  certification  to  Otate 
v/elfare  department  attested  by  county  welfare  director  end  eountv 
auditor.    Arr.  ehrbn.     Itdv/.  on  printed  forr...    100  pp.  13  :■:  1C  ::  1. 
7 cord  of  public  vrclf are's  off. 

26?.   olal:  akd  allo.:a:*cl  x.co:>d,  1005—.   1  vol. 

Register  of  clair.s  filed,  ap-reve:  and  -/.•arrants  issued  on  assistance 
cases,  cLc.vlnp  date,  cede  no.,  "p.,  line  no.,  date,  clair.,  payee, 
appropriation,  account  chargcaVle  to,  and  auditor's  v/arrant,    Arr.  by 
coco  no.     I'dvr.  0:1  printed  fonp..    100  pp.  14  :c  10  :;  i.    Board  of  public 
vrcif  ore's  off. 
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XIX  SURVEYOR 

•  Tho  county  surveyor  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  term 
of  two  yoars  v;ithout  restriction  on  re-election.     (Acts  1652;  3oc. 
49-3301,  Burns'  Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1935.)    The  inception  date  of  this  office 
in  Sponcer  County  is  1518.    All  of  tho  records  of  this  office  are  located 
in  the  courthouse  unless  otherwise  stated. 

The  surveyor  has  charge,  under  direction  of  the  county  commissioners, 
of  all  surveying  and  civil  engineering  work  of  the  county.    I'o  pro- 
fessional qualifications  are  required  either  by  constitution  or  statute. 
If  the  surveyor  elected  is  not  a  registered  engineer,  an  assistant 
must  be  employed  to  perform  the  engineering  duties  of  the  office.     (  1 
Ind.  P.ev.  Stat.  1552;  Acts  1911;  Sec.  49-3501,  Burns1  Ind.  Stat.  Ann. 
1933. ) 

The  duties  of  the  office  are  of  two  classes,  public  and  private. 
The  surveyor  prepares  plans  and  specifications  for  public  improvements 
and  has  charge  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  drainage  ditches 
:n  the  county.    He  romovec,  after  examination  ,  the  obstruction  of  any 
streams.    He  also  has  charge  of  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  county 
highways,  bridges,  and  culverts,  unless  tho  county  co-ir.ission^rs ,  as 
permitted  by  statute,  employ  a  highway  supervisor  (©.  v.'i  (ibid).  Tor 
private  parties,  he  ta3:os  acknowledgments  of  mortgages  and  deeds  for 
tho  conveyance  of  real  estato  (Aots  1357;  Sec.  49-3517,  Burns'  Ind. 
Stat.  Ann.  1933),  and,  upon  request,  runs  boundary  linos  of  forms  and 
lots,     (l  Ind.  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Acts  1S75;  Sec.  36-1110,  35-1111,  3urns' 
Ind.  Stat.  Ann.  1S35.) 


Surveyor 

Surveys  and  Reports 

269.  SURVEYOR'S  RECORD,  1357—.     5  vols.  (1-4,  1  vol.  not  numbered) 
Record  of  survoys,  showing  description,  dite  that  Hn9s  and  corner  stones 
wore  established,  plats,  and  ail  dimensions.    Arr.  by  sec.  under  tvrp. 
and  ran^e.     Hdw.     170  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.     Surveyor's  off. 

270.  StJRVEYS,  1927-30.     1  file  box. 

Record  of  county  survoys,  showing  all  surveys  made,  description,  lines, 
and  cornor  stones.     Mo  index.     16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

271.  FIELD  BOOKS,  1928—     9  vols. 

Record  in  mathematical  form  of  locations  of  transits  lines  of  county 
roads.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     50  pp.  8  :c  4  x  1.    Surveyor's  off. 

272.  LSVSL  BOOK,  1923—     10  vols. 

Record  in  mathematical  form  of  horizontal  linos    and  elevations  of 
county  roads.    Arr.  chron.     Hdw.     50  pp.  8x4  ;•:  I.     Surveyor's  off. 

273.  LEVELS  AND  HILLS  AND  ROADS,  1934—    1  file  box. 
Locations  of  levels,  hills,  and  roads,  showing  names  of  same  through 
out  county.    No  index.    16  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 

Construction  plans  and  specifications 

274.  APPORTIONMENT  RECORD,  1922  —  .    1  vol.  (2).    Vol  1,  prior 
to  1922,  missing. 

Apportionment  record  for  repair  of  drainage  ditches,  showing  share  no., 
station  to  station,  length  in  feet,  to  whom  apportionment  is  made, 
description  of  land  benefited,  amount  of  benefits,  and  specif icr.ricns. 
Irdoxed  alph.  by  name  of  ditch.     Hdw.  on  rrinted  form.     ISO  pp.  20  x 
1?  x  2.     Surveyor's  off. 


surveyor 

Construction  Plans  and  Specif i cations (continued) 

275.  DITCH  RECORD,  1911—     5  vols. 

Record  of  ditch  repairing,  cleaning,  and  allotments,  showing  share  no., 
distance,  to  whom  allotment  is  made,  description,  and  benefits.  Indorcod 
alph.  by  name  of  ditch.     Kdw.     400  pp.  12  x  8  x  1.     Surveyor's  off. 
See  also  entry  SS. 

276.  SPENCER  COUNTY,  1933.     1  map. 

Physical  and  communication'  r^p,  showing  roads  of  county.     Drawn  by 
R.  E.  Ryan,  Spencer,  ftfcU    Plv*»"rir.t.    Sule,  1"  to  10  miles*.     42  x  36. 
Surveyor's  off. 

277.  ROCKPORT  IEDIAII/L,  1931.     1  map. 

plat  map,  shewing  bloclr,  no.  of  lots,  streets,  and  al?.ays.     Drawn  by 
Goo.  V.rells  Jr.,  Rockport,  IrA.     Pli-*prir.t.     TTo.  scale  ?iver..    42  x  36. 
Surveyor's  off. 


110 


Roads,  fro:.:  pioneer  tiroes,  vrorc  under  local  supervision*  Iron 
IT 79  to  1015  the  county  cor.vnissioners  constituted  a  board  of  turnpike 
directors,  serving  as  supervisors,  each  in  hie  own  district.    In  1313 
the  county  highways  were  placed  in  charge  of  a  superintendent  of 
highv.-ays,  v/ho  was  appointed  by  the  county  corr.issicrcrs  for  a  tor::,  of 
four  years.    3or.~  records  "sear  his  r.ar.e  and  title.    This  office  v.-as 
established  in  1213,  and  abolished  hare:'.  1,  1905;  and  the  powers  and 
duties  given  to  the  surveyor.     (Acts  1913,  ch.  33C,  p*  077 ,  1935;  Oeo. 

"he  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Spencer  County  i*3  1  d L d .  hll 
records  of  this  office  arc  located  in  the  courthouse  vr.lcss  otherwise 

c* 

ing  more  attention  than  the  surveyor  cm  give,  the  hoard  of  county 
coraiaissi oners  has  the  right  to  cr/pioy,  at  its  option,  a  highway  super- 
visor (Acts  1953;  Burns  j  ibid.,  36-1113).    The  board  of  corrr.is  si  oner  s  of 
Spencer  County  has  appointed  a  separate  highway  supervisor* 

The  highway  supervisor  supervises  the  :  .-.aintonar.ee  and  repair  of 
all  I'.ighv.'ays ,  bridges,  and  culverts  of  the  county,  and  has  authority 
to  fi::  the  limits  of  loads  carried  over  ther.;.  It  is  hie  duty  to  sec 
that  the  nail  routes  are  hept  or.cn.    he  r.ust  attend  the  annual  real 

school  at  Purdue  University*     (dots  1955;  Turns',  ibid*,  36-1101  to  HD.J 

■ 

'i'Tti   r-mf'TkV    C'l,Vw"I5T7",P  l!"T^  T"  |C    7  "^r\r'^D    •'V   iTHt'T^O       1  C9S 

*wo.     .  itbjrZiii  JU+'jJiux.i   o  ^j_i->L  jjiit  o.   LAriLui) II  b,  xaco— ■—• 

2  vols. 

Record  of  roads,  showing  cost  of  building,  name  of  road,  and  cost  of  nai: 
tenanoe.     Indc:-:ed  alph.  by  r.ar.e  of  road.    hdv.    500  pp.  12  ::  15  be  3. 
Auditor's  off. 


11 


The  office  of  oouri^yt agricultural)  ajoiif  v/as  created  by  legis- 
lative enactment  in  ISIS.    TKe  act  provides  that  tide  of"icc  shall 
come  into  existence  Vmeltevor  tv/outy  or  more  residents  of  a  county  wno 
arc  actively  interested  in  agriculture  and  dojnestie  science,  file  a 
-.ctition  with  the  county  board  of  education.    The  petition  is  then 
--resented  to  the  county  council,  which  must  7r0-d.de  appropriation  for 
a  salar"  and  expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  this  office.    T..e  -card  01 
education  then  applies  to  Purdue  University  for  the  appointment  of 
a  county  (agricultural 5  agent.    The  appointment  is  subject  to  the 
a^r>r0vai  of  both  county  and  State  boards  of  education,  ani  is  made 
annually,  but  reappointments  may  he  made  for  two-year  terms.    The  State 
also  contributes,  through  the  university,  part  of  this  officer.-' s 
salary  from  the  State  educational  fur:ds.    Both  salary  and  expense 

!   •  . 

accounts  must  o< 


1 ) 


county.    (Acts  1015,  1023,  1327;  See.  2C-4C11,  Burns  Stat.  An 

rocords  of  this  oTfico.  arc  located'  in  the  courthouse  unless  othcr.riso 


•"-he  agricultural  a7ent,  under  the  supcrvis: 


The  duties  of  th 

Purdue  University,  include  cooperation  with  movements  fcr  the  advance- 
ment of  agriculture",  farcers'  institutes  and  clubs;  giving  advice  to 
far: .ere'  on  practical  farm  problems;  conducting  farm  homonstrations  and  • 
bovs'  and  girls'  clubs  and  contests;  and  aiding  the  county  superintendent 
of  schools  in-  furnishing  practical  education  in  agriculture  and  domestic 
science  (ibid.). 

Ey  and  act  of  1D31,  the  hrmc  demonstration  agent,  who  is  supple- 
mental to  the  county  agent,  was  created  (Acts  lOoij  Turns'  ioia.,  2C-5527). 


1jl< 


279.    j&TUAt  193^.    I  file  box. 

Anrunl  end  monthly  reports  of  agont  to  extension  department  of  Purdue 
Uniwrsity,  showing  no.  of  farm  vie  its,  demonstrations,  attendance,  no. 
of  projects,  and  summary  of  results.    Arr.  chron.    10  x  12  x  2-1.  Agent's 


2C0.    PROJECT  PILES,  lUl»o — •    Z  file  boxos. 
Projects  conducted  by  the  county  lament,  showing  home  economics,  -ill  club 
work,  and  boy^b    farm  work.    Arr.  alph.  by  nrs.:c  of  project.    10  :•:  12  x  2d. 
Age  '-'s  off. 

281.  (CCrrd:3?C::Db::CL),  1936—.    2  file  tones. 

Correspondence  of  the  a^cnt  among  farmers,  and  Purdue  University,  -cr- 


;ainin^  to 


dairying  farming,  sonscrvation,  and  seeding.  Arr 


.  c.n*on. 


4  ::  12      2d.    Rent's  off. 

2C2.    FAJSfdH'S  I113T1TOTE,  1921  —  .    1  file  bo::. 
Record  of  far-  institute,  showing  daises  held,  rlr.ee  held,  and  minutes 
of  Tn-occcdincs.    Arr.  c*.-.ron.    13  x  12  x  5.    Auditor's  off. 


s  o 

•  -  •  •• 


